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Deec. 25th 1864

This is Christmas and it is decidedly the
dullest and most monotinous day for a holiday I have
ever spent in my life. It is the second chr{stmas
I have spent thus, a Soilder, away from home and friends,
Many things of interest to me have transpired’since
this day a year ago., During that time, and for a
year previous I have been a soilder in the service
of my country. I have traveled over the greater
portion of La. 2nd Ark., I have teen exposed to many .
hardships and deprivations, but have uniformly enjoyed
excellent health. It would be useless for me to
ettemnt to recount the many incidents of interest to
me which have transpired during the past eventful
year, Even if I had an inelination to do so it
vould occupy more time and snace than I have to spare.
Our Battery (Gibsons) is now camped within 10 miles
of Minden La, Camp Magruder is the title of our
present sbode we have built winter guarters here and
we expect end oope to rexaein here all winter.

M™nis are the second sat of winter gquartvers that
we have built =since winter cormmenced and I think we
should be allowsd t¢: to enjoy this during the
remainder of cold weather, Bs we have well earned
themn,

Jan. lst 1865

The first day of the Mew Year has arrived, Bright
and eclear, not & cloud to be seen in the horizon,
may the wnole year be as bright end pleasent as the
first éay. This day seen's well Cited for joy A
day tc¢ make every heart glad, This is the sabbath
and £s I have had nothing to do, I have employed
ny time in writing letters :

How Tast time flys it hardly :eems six months since
last new. years day. I hope ere another year rolls
around that the war may be over, I may return home
I hope that durinz the present year we may be able
to force our enemys to recognize our independence



Wednesday Jan. 4Lth 1865

I have at last been greatly bleszed by a furlough
I start home today. Soon will be emong my relatives
and friends which to me is the greatest pleasure in
the wide world

Jan 25th 1865 :

1l am at home once more, efter a longe and tedious
trip I reached Columbia on the 13th of the present
month. I was exceedingly gratifyed to once more wvisit
mr relatives and friends I have now been at home
nearly 2 weeks and have enjoyed my self very much
indeed I have met many old friends and all seemed
glad to welcome the soilder home once more. Times
are rather dull in Texas Ko liercantle business of
any importance except in Houston and ajacent tovms
I intend starting for the Battery on the 2l1st of
February -

Jan 31st 1865

I am'still at home enjoying myself finely spending
furlouzh very agreably The weather has been very
unpleasent for the past two or three days - raining
and cold Aunt Loumisa Cousin Mary and Uncle Tom
Borden are here visiting Pa & ka My time is fast
gliding away only 20 more days to spend at hone
I wish it were longer but it cannot be, I am compeled
to return to tne battery by the 1lst of March, which
15 the time my furlouzh expires,

Feb 1lth

Good news from the Battery I heard last night
that they were undoubtiedly ordered to rfuntsville Texas,
This will give me 8 or 10 days nare at home, besidss
it will save me 3 or 400 miles ride



T am truely in luck. It is better to be born lucky
thano rich {a an old adage, and a true one Lt Hill
spent most of this week with me, and I have hed a
friend visiting me who I had not seen for ten years
Ben Kirkman & friend of my early boyhood:. I attended
a converseational party at lir. Shepards on the night
of the 9th and I had quite a pleasent time :

I met many of my lady friemds 014 schoolmates. The
weather has cleared within the past few days very
much for the better, warm and clear. Copri Turnes

of our battery spent last night with me he is direct
Tfrom the company He brings no news

Teb 1l3th 1865

Today is Fathers birthéay I am still &t hoxze
spending mﬁ tize agreavly I leave for the army on
the 21st No excitment in our little town Lt Hill
was down to see me last week Mo has returned to
Grimes county will be back in a week

Sundey Fsb 25th 1865

This is my tirthéay The third that I have spent
in the service, and tne first that I have spent at
hone since I have been e soilder. Little did I
imagine when first I enlisted thet I would pass my
3rd birthday as a soilder I was almost confident
that ere that length of time should pass awey that
this war would be amengz tne things thirgs that were--
I vwill ag2in be & wanderer from home-- soon, I start
for thne army next Thursday if no unforseen aceciacent
does not preveat I would have left baTore this,
but Lt Zill ordered me to remzin here untll the 2ond
of Yaren I expzct to be amcng ny conradas in Ce2mp
erFzin witkin a few days 1 {1511&1 to leave hone ard
return to the ¢ull disajprezble andt monotirous camp,
sut 1% iIs negeesary ‘und I pust cheeriully go winere
¢uty e¢zlls, gnd iy coultry NezGE NF SCIVices



Thursday March 2004 1865

T left home with a sorrowful heart today. I
left Mother and Sisters in tears. It was indeed a
bitter parting-- A sad Tarewell 'Father went to
Houston with me we spent the night at the old Cepitol.
T met Uncle Tom Borden here =-

Friday Mch 3Td/65

Bade Father gocd bye with 2 heavy heart and
commenced my longe journey for La I went as Ter a
Cypress City on the cars. From there I went %o Rose
Hill horse back and camped for the night

Saturday March LtD 65

Started early, went to YMontgomery Stoped at
lurphys hotell--Lt Hill arrived about L ¢'elk

Sunday Msrecn 5%2 65

“ient to Anderson with Lt Hill who had some busi-
ness there-- Spent the night at the pistol factory
I saw Dave Daner and the Park's

Monday March 6%1 65

Traveled to Huntsville 35 miles met Bill there
in sccordance with previous aranczernts we stcjed at
the Scildere home ware treated very kindly

1 called on Y¥rs Mosely while in town She seemed
zlad to see me The old town looks as it d4ié when I
attencted college he "e very few changes



Tuesday 7 Mch 65

‘e rods 31 miles to day to a Mr Gails spent
the nigct with him we had some difficulty in
ecrossing Trinity river we had to wade a mile. The
river very hish we are getting on finely with our

pack. !

Viednesdey 8% g5

Vie traveled 34 miles and are spending the night
with Mr., Jenes 14 miles from Crockst

Friday Thursday March gth

The weather extremely cold blowing ané sleeting--
e started but could not stand the cold So we stoped
at a Mr Xvles and spent the day and nieht

Marcenh 10th 1865

Left Mr. ¥yles early weather pleasent -- Crossed
the leches at Canons bridge ané reached Rusk by sun-
set-- et some of Col Browns boys here -- They wers
to have & party that nignt and insisted on our
gttending we went-- I have been to partys without
number but tkisz was decidedly the riches rarest and
most recy ome that it has ever besn my good forture
to attend 'je danced and went it high until 1 oolk
It was then whispsred around that a weding was to
come off & Mr Smith was to be zaried to & liiss
Veridti A run eway mateh for wnich tne party had been
expressly civen-- They were made man ané wife before

2 oclk



March 11tk g5

Started on our days ride at 9 oclk traveled with-
in six miles of Henderson and camped for the night

March 12t2 1865

Lft Camp at 7 oclk Passed throurh Henderson
(guite a prety little town) Also passed through Nipan
Tuck and are spending the nieght at Mrs Alexandrias
4 miles from Grand Blufrfl on the Sabine

Marech 13th g5

Crossed the Sabine river ferried two miles, river
very high Reescned Shreveport or at leesst kKaj Sguires
Camp tareemiles from town after dark. We were very
much disapointed at not finding our battery here
Learned that it had gone over on the VWashitta river

March 14%9 g5

went into town this morning and learned that
our Co. had undoubtedly been attached to Harrisons
brigade and had gone to Copenhazen-- That it had been
reduced to a two gun battery-- Remained in town &ll
dey 28 we could not cross Rted river spent the nirht
on the Str Texas and concluad to po down to lacato-
chis on her the next day

Kareh 15 1865 Wednesday

Rermainded in town all the morning-- Started down
the river on Str Texas at four oclk, Will reach
Grand E Core tomorrow some time where we have
conclued to stop



iarch 16t g5 Thursday

Still aboard Str going down Red-- Reached Grand
E Core this evening and canmp here for the night --
This 1s a dull place but two or three Tamilys living
in the town

March 17th 65

e are still at Grand E Core -- Lt HIill has gone
to Nacotochls on business we are to leave here this
evening

Mareh 18/65

lLef't Grand e core yesterday and stayed last night
with a ¥r. Hunicts we only rode 10 miles yesterday
Today we have traveled 25 miles and ers spending the
night with Ur. Greens

The buffalle nuts have worisd our horse
considerable today--

March 19%0 g5

we met with & a sad accident last night One
of our horses very sudenly and unexpectedly died
C A little mare of Fill Copes wich I was taking to
+to hia A4 Tavorite animal Mollie by n=me. She was
well at night but when we woke up this noraning she
was dead after our szd misforturne we were compeled
to leave our pack of clothinz belind. So we made
enother start and rode six miles when two of our
renaining aninals were taken very £ick s0 weé are now
stoping at a r. Collones and working on our stock
making strenious efforts to restore them to health
by morning, hoping then to resume our Journcy



March 20%h 1865 londay

Qur horse har entirely recoversd but our nmule
has grown worse we have conclued to resuns our
journey any how, as we are very anxious to get to
camp, being over our furlough WYe rode six miles when
our mule became entirely unfit to travel We condlued
to leave Bill and Mule at a Mr Williams and send for
him after we should get to camp but fortunately I
met who traded me a mare for my mule and we resumed
our journey traveled 25 miles and stopsd for the
night at a ¥rs Risins

Ve swiam several cresks today

March 215% 136 Tuesday

we got a late start this morning and reaced our
Battery Bamped at Copenhagen two miles west of the
wachitta, about 2 oclk I found 211 my friends cheerful
and in good health, They seemed glad to have ns
back among them T found that the report conscerring
our battery's being reduced to a two gun effair was
true. 3very thing appears natural in camp The
usual dull monotiny has come back to me in all its
Torce, I am tired of camp life already--

March 22004 g5

On duty already first day in camp set to work
cuting pine poles to build a cow pen. I worked hard
all the morning, and rested during the evening
This evening Calvin and I took a walk and borrowed
a book from a very kind lady, who says she will loan
me books when ever I want them

Karch 2374 1365

I am on herd today 1 have been fn tie saddle
all the day spent my tim2 in reacding



March 24th 1863

I am on gaurd, It is indeed disagreable standing
gaurd so scon elfter enjoying the comforts of home.
xuite cold last night unpleasent walking post

tarch 25th 1865

I heve been passing nmy time very agreably to day
reading socme magazines which a lady living in this
settlement very kindly loaned me She says she will
let me liave whenever I want them

Mareh 26%1 1365 Sunday

I and all my mess went to Church today but I
came back to camp because I could net gzet sea2t on
account of the crowd I have been writing letters
to La and sister all the mornirng Lt Allen goss to
KNachatoenis tomorrow and will mail them for ne at
that place

Monday, March 27th 1235

-01% ralny-and disagreable day I have spent my
time in vecing end writing-- The only occupation that
can rell:ve the monotiny of camp life =-- especialy
on & wat day-- Lt Allen arrested two men yesterday
stealing turkeys FHe has then under gaurd in the
park-. I &m tired of camp life and I am exceedinely
home sick would to God that I could return home and
spend the remainder of nmy days at . . . in peace and
contantme~t-- But! elas that is imposible now duty
calls me away-- and I will try ané be satisfyed with
ry lot-- As I feecl that I am doiny my duty

o letters from home yet I axn snxiously
expecting to hear from llother or Father soon To receive
a letter from them now would be a great gratifyecation

1o me



¥arch 29th 1865 Tuesday

I was detailed this morning to go to mil, after
real I went-- and have been buisy all day aheiling
corn - very good occupation. We went to mill traded
corn for meal, and got back to cemp tired and hungry

late in the evening

March 2gth g5

Yie heving more rain, the country is almost flooded.
‘e have had morerain this winter than has fallen for .
ten year's before I am on gaurd, have been standing
post in the rain. Not very agreable employment Two
prisoners to gaurd The battery wagon is the gaurd
house - we are still at Copenhagen, on the Washitta
river attached to Col Harrisons brigade So a Cevalry
we have nothing to do except ley in camp. e are Ted
on corn bread and hog meat

Thursday March 30th &5

On gaurd last night ard I had the most disagreable
time I ever experienced in my life c¢old noth wind
blowing, and the ground covered with water my feet
came very near fTreezing - I had to gaurd the battery
and one prisoner Besides 1 had quite an adventure to
befall me while on post, - my hat blew off and was caried
accross the pra- by a strong gust of wind. T could

not find it until this morning owing to the intense
darkness of ths nicht -- The weather still very cold

this morning wind froom the north, and cloudy -

Friday March 31Et

I have been laving around cenp all ¢éay doing nothing
but idling away my time Yassing the flower of life
in idleness. I am neither improving my body, or my
mind. But I have -the satisfaction of knowing that T
an serving my country

=Y 0=



This evening three wmen came to me and claimed the mare
that I traded a mule for at Winfield .
They belonzed to Harriscns brigede. Swore to the mare,
bafore a masistrate, and therefore tegX her from me.
But Lt Hill has very kindly given, Girand, and my self,
permisaion to go to Winfield, and procure the mule.

We start tomorrow. If the mare's belng .roved away
from me, will enable me to get my mule again, I will
fael indebted to the nen for swearing to her, as the
mule is worth threes times as much as the mare.

Giraui, and I, started early this morning for
"infield, after mule - Allen, and Philps, started with
us they are going to Nachitochés. e only go to Mr.
Horris L ? 1 Parish, Morris is the man who has my
mule We went to 1fill five miles from Cepenhagen, had
our horses fed, and started, followad the direction's
of the old miller, and got lost, rode all day, and at
night found ourselves only nine miles from camp.

Speat the night with a Mr Black at Bevens ferry on the
Castor Creek -

April

Started early and rode hard sll day reached ir
Vorris! house (The man who had my mule) about & oclk.
Allen, and Phelpes, spent the night with him, but Giraud
end I went to my old friends Mr. Colluns and speat the
nignt, fared very well Good bed good meat, and bread
corn coffee, &¢-, lr. Collums is a very fine man, he
has 3 or L daughters [ood, and industrious girls - They
seemed to take a fanecy to us, It is needless for me
to say, that the feeling of friendship was sincerely
reciprocated by us

Sunday April

e went to M¥r Morris this morning very early.
e very willingly gave un the mule to us - we then made
a start for camp and after swiaming various creeks, and
wading for miles we reached 'rs Risins by sunset and
spent the night with her.



we had very good lodgings, plenty to eat and a good
bed, to sleep in. We met & young lady there, I did
not learn her name, a Soilders daughter, and she was
a beautiful girl She tcld a melancholy story how she
had been served by some man who disliked her, or her
Father, I dont know which. This man set her store
housae on fire, and it burned to the ground consuming
all her provisions Corn bacon &c¢ which her kather had
collected for her surport during his absence from
home. The young lady has an idea who burnt her

out - but not will tell who she suspicions

lionday April

“le startsed late, ané stoped oc the road for diner
reached camp before dark, in safety found every thins
all OK in camp

Tuesday April

I heve been busily cneaged &ll the morniog wrilting,
to senc by Euzene ancier, wio has received 52 day 's
furlough, end sterts for =Zrazoria Co Texas tomorrow
norring. I Te2l slightly uowell this morning - Iy trip
to infield Taticued me considerably I am home sick
today a2né disgusted wita camp life

Wednesday april Eth 1845

T went on = detell tc.procure wood, this morning
for burning ccal This evenlng I have been rescing anc
pleying chess with Do Vesms. ZHe bsat me two ganes,
then, peve me tuwo aré I best him 2 gane. ‘e nad
cuite a shower zbout neon Itill cloudy, the proszezt
for rain good. 3ugene ~usier startsd home ok furloush.
this morning I wisa I couldé have gone witk hixm, I
would give world's if I posesad to remain at L

ooe
until cesth. should forece e to leave that loved abo

e

¥
-



Thursday April 6th 1865

Tom Copis and I have been hunting horses all.

They strayed off several days- we rode a8ll over this
country but feiled to find the animals I suppose some
one has teksn a fancy to them and appropriated them to
their cvm use I took dinner with a rson liendth a
babtist - He treated me kindly I saw 4 paroled prisoner's
from Richmond ¥Va. Th.y had been in a yanky prison,

at Fort Delaware since the 4ih June 63, they gave an
awful discription of how they were treated. They say
that 8 ration':s made only one meal - Poor fellows They
locked weary and way worn I deeply sympathized with
them They were true patriots, that had endured an exile
from home shut up in & yanky prison for over two ysars
They were true to the cause, they devotedly loved - I
saw an act of kindness, which you seldom see in this
degenerate days Mr Mendth gave this men tkeir dinner

and a pr of shoes to one, who was bare footed without

recompense,

Friday April 7th 65

I have been resading Pettersons magezine, borrowed
from Lrs Squires. They &re quite interesting and
entertaining, 2ill Copes reached camp this evening
direct from Shreveport He brought new's of the defeat
of Grant and Sharman by Johnson and Lee. Ee also
brought a nuaber of Yanky papers scme of Harpers
veeklys. Th2y contained some very amusing and
rediclous cuts they were cuite comical. I expected a
latter from home by him but I have again been s=2d4]

disepointed. I shall not look agein until I see the
welcome messingers arrive,

Time still reolls on minutes glide by almost
ioperceptibly we live, still live and soilder
contented enc cheerful if we simply receive sufficient
to_keep bcd¥ and soul together we are willing to do
all in our power and suffer all sacrifices and hardshivs
if we can orly succeed in.the glorious cause in which
we are engaged, and I believe in, due time, the success-
ful end will be accomplished IT we will only be cheerful
and deternined in the good work before us. For God hes
promised success, totne faithful, and I balieve his care
and protection is with the strusling and suflering
patriots of the south

=134



.April 8th 1865

I am on gaurd, stood two hour's, I do not find as
disagriable, a8 I did when first standing, after reaching
camn, Very cloudy and prospect for rain good

”

April 9th

After staning gaurd last night, as usual I feel

tired sleepy and dull It has been raining incessantly

all day! rain! rain, never ceasing rain the clould's
float over the sky black, and threating - the heavens
seem to be flooded this spring. they seem to be
determined to once more toc deluge the world and I would
think sueh a thing very prohal If not were for the sign
which God has set in the sky. as a promise to man that
he will not again flood the world

Monday April 10th &5

Still raining I have been taking it easy under
my oil ¢loth but withk now and then sluces of water
pouring throug the frail shelter, wetting me, blapkets,
and all. Delightful situation. I have been reading
Petterson's Magizines, with with great interest cuite
iifferent, tkis from sitinz beneath a good roof whatching
the rain drops beating ageinst the window pain. contented
and happy -

April 11th 1865

Wm Fhilpes arrived from Nachtoches today. He brought
me 2 letter from sister Laura Good news, Ifrom home,
all wall anc every thing prosperous :

The lettar was dated l6th of Mech my favorite horse
Divie died a few days after I left I was sorry %o hear
of tnis. EHEe vas a good and faithful beast I sat up
with SEgt Schley le:zt nigkt. Ee is ver{ sick with the
typhoia fever, roor fellow I fear he will not survive

his present illness

i-lf._-



April 12th 1EH5 Wednesday

It has been raining in torrents all day, the water
comes down inp slucis, showing no mercy to man or beast.
I have never seen such unp . easent weether The mué is
about 1 foot deep all over our camp. I wrote & letter
to sister this morning, to send by Bill who starts for
Shrevepeort in a few days -

Thursday AprilllE

We had some meat for our breakfast this morning,
the first we have had for two days during that time
we have been living on dry corn bread we ualso got some
corn for the horses yesterday, the first they have had
Tor two week's

Friday Aprlil 14

I em spendint my time in readinz I am interested
in some megizines ‘borrowedéd from ¥rs Scuires

Bill Copes has received an order to return to
Shreveport

Lt Allen who is there on Campany business sent
for him

He starts tomorrow morning

Saturday April 15th

5till reading magizines - oo corn detall this morning
we shuex ebout 20 bushels in en hour. e drew five
day's rationg of, salt, bacon, and meal. The first
becon thet we have had for 2 monti's. unite & luxury
to us, we Zre now having beautiful weati:r, clear anc
pleasent more pleasent than r=in ané, mud

April 16th 15565

This norning Ges Iarvis, and I went to Cureh,
ir the country, & miles from Cemp. e heard a very
good nire¥ wood's, riethodict, sermon, And :lso had
the exjuislte »leasurs, of seeinz soae very praty girls-
Cane baci to eom)d about noon and wrote two lstters
Lo sexd by F. Zidenan who starts hoae on furlouch in
a Tew days.

=5



April 17th Monday

?How have I spent this day is a question which
arises in my nind, as night approaches In idleness,
again and again I am compeled to answer this guestion
in this way I do sincearely desire some employvment to
eng3age both body &and mind and bring te me contentment,
I tired of doing nothing. We are having delightful
spring weather clear an bright

April 18th 1865

This evening we recd order's to march for Shreveport
immeadtly, we are to start on the 20th inst - Icannot
ascertain the object, in the move, some think, we
are to be refited and recruted and some, that we
are to be transfered tc heavy artillery. I have made
ne conjections, Rumor is rife on the subject, but
like all canmp rumor's they are 2l1 very unsatisfying-

I have been reading Scots Mar:zan - a very interesting

posm - we were viaited bg en -xceedingly hiﬁh wind
about sunset a tree top blew cff & fTell within 8 fest

of my tent and very near Bill Howard, but no one was
ur

April 19th 1855

Nearly every one in the battery is busily engaged,
preparing, for the march. I am afraid we will heave
an ugpéaant time, as our stock sre poor, and the roads
are ba

This morning I was assigned to drive in tha lesg

¢f the lst Calson Georce Derbasis piecg,very good
position T have two oi the best horses in the battery.

april 20%h Tharscay

Started for Shrevaport this morning in accordance
with order's

Traveled only six{(6) miles, to Hard Scrable, and
cariped for tne night - very high wind end hard rain
during the night I streched py olil cloth and rested
tolerably well

-16-



April 2lst 65 Friday

Marched at 8 oelk, raining, the ground very slippery
our horse's cculd hardly Keep their footing. =fter
sorie difficulty we succeeded in makinz & miles and
were sufenly brousht to a halt by a ereek which was
swimning, so we cazmped for the night

The rain hes ceased and sun is shining,

April 22cnd, 1855

The Creek is low enough to cross this gorning
so we started and traveled about 4 miles, and our
progress has again been inpeced, by anothser creeck so
we are again laying over for the water's teo fzall.

April 22 Sunday

rasumed our ~arch at & oclk this morning, traveled
9 ailes sng camped for the night in a very prettiy
wlzce, beautiful weathsr fer marching wara during the
day, but cool at night and tke heavest dews I have ever
seen will wet a blan=zat durirg the right, ny horses
nave baen balking some today apé acting badly

#oril 23 Jondav

warched 1C miles today, my horses are dolng Tinely
prlling well., The rc:ids are wvery bad hilly ané mudy VYazpsd
writhin a nile of Verrnan, we drew sorie baccn this morning.

April 24th 1865

Started this -moprnins 2t suzun. Soxe of the hersas
balxed mine sctei finely. ‘e reachesd Voocville by 1 oclk
Camp lLere until morning, I wrote to sister Loura this
evening. We &re out of meal no bresad for supper.

Arril 25th 1855

‘e are stcping hers, at oodville fer the purpose

af restinc ani recruiting the horsesz end =en we will probanlyr
reain here until rridzy or -aturday Then we resums our

—arch Tor Shrevepo-t hoping to re.ch that place by the

10th of lay I went to 4 Tebleauxr izst pnisht I anéd Laj

scok escorteé two very orety sehocl girls to the exspition

il



<uite prety girls they were and the exabition was
quite entertaining. The object of the tableaux, was,
given for the benifit of the suffering socilder

'Je received some b2d rew's from Gen Lee yesterday
I hope it nmay not be true -

arote to sister Laura today

April 26th 1865

I spent the day irn camp went teo anothesr Tableaux
last night went with iiies [7] the same young ledy
that I went with the first night. She sent pe & very
rrice boguet beeutiful flowers they were

e are going to have more rain I thirk. Very
wars and cloudy weath=r

April 27th

I have bsen on heréd today, Hered all day and
lost two horse's, but fortunatly did not get punished
for it. The ladie's of Vopdville gave our battery a
very pleasent Picknick today. <So some of our
pen say, I being on duty could not attend which I
regret very much as I know I would have enjoyed nyself
fiome of the Ladies were kind encucht to send me a
nice dinner, but unfertunatly I did not have the
rlezsure of eating it, as Eerzt Jarvis laidl it down
and the heg's eat it for me

Lpril 28th Friday

ogt last evening cexe up

The horse's 1 :
g of it as it will eaable

t 1
during the night I o g
us to rove on, in accer

-].?-E"-"



\le started at 1 celk P.M. traveled some & or 10 miles -
broke down & wagon and camped for the night. We left
Dr Viesms and Perry behind with the ambulance,
to take care of Serpgt Schley who is very low not
expected to live. Poor young man It seem's hard for

g young man just in the bloon of 1life to be carried

off by the full destroyer death I deeply sy=pathized
with his parents who love him almost to devotion.

April 29th 1865

Repaired wagon early, and started on the march
at 10 oclk. Drove 18 miles Horse's and men very

tired, passed through the town of Acadia and camped
near Mount Lebanon we will remain here until the

Lth or 5th of May

April 30th Sunday

We are very pleasently situated at lfount Lebancon
a nice cool camp Lt Allenh arrived in camp a few days
ago on the 28th. He 3tarts for Texas todey for the
purpose of getting horse's to refit our battery Charley
Rose goes with him. Tom Copes goes as far as Shreaveport
after letters will join us at kinden in 5 days. Sergt
Iarvis lost.or had stollen from hia his knap sack
yesterday I lost a six shooter by the operation as
my pistol was in ais knap sack

Nay 1lst 1855 ¥Monday
_Te gra s%ill at >t Lebarcn, I have had Tever
ell éay. Cause unknown to me I feel very badly

tnis evening. I wihiped Bill for ineflent lancnuze to
ne this evening :

LEE::I 2ond

I still unwell, fever inereasing taking medicine
Dr Vieems is very kind % attentive to me

-18-



may 3rd Wednesday

T am still unwell hope to recover this week some
time. e expect to leave here tomorrow for Shreveport.

T am anxiocus to again get started
't Lebanon is a prety place but very dull

May 4Lth Thursday

We resumed our marched this morning. I am still
guite unwell, but think that I . - aluwly.imprnving

We traveled about 12 miles = camped in a pleasen
place Tor the night. .

May S5th 1865 Friday

We started at 7 oclk traveled, 15 miles and camped
for the night

May 6th Saturday

One of our wagonc troke cown yesterday, and we were
éelayed this morning, in reparing it. It commenced
raining this morning at 11 oclk, and we have on that
account had a very disazreable days march. e passed
taroush Ninden, and crossed 3ayou Dor Cheat during the
éay we also crossed Bavou Bad,Coc today ferriec 1 aile
es the stream was high

Lay 7th Sunday

vie are still winding our way. toward Shreveport,
hope to reach that place tonorrow. It is still rainizng
wnile marchinz tas wagons and Caissons often sticx to
ths hub in mudé but the faithful aninals toil patently
on. The men walking have an unpleasent tinme as tne 2ud
is o er shoes top

a8 I &n an invalid I ride in thes embulance, and
Tare very well, we ¢cz2m2d tonicht within 7 miles of
Shraveport I a- ©o =leep on ths Str VWellena as the
~round is too wet for a sick man to slesd on. Ty
“ever has left me and I fesl well,
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Much better than I have felt for a week

Kay 8th 1&:;

e reached Shreveport this morning about 12 oclock
passed through twon and rmoved to Camp Johnson, where
we expect to remain for scme tinme

I received a number of letters from home at this
plece, ons &s late as april 23rd. It was guite a treat
to me, hearing from home. I reaéd my letters with the
deepest interest j

May 9tz 1865

I have peen *usily engered gll day writing letters
home, to serd by Tom Cones, who starts for Texss tomorrow
on & 60 éays furloush. & Zr lideal? received tae
ferlongh ené piva it to Tenm

w2 2re ncw 2ontinely receivine very b24d rews froz
Zast cf the llisslssizpl river

1l hoze that it is el)l felse

ay 1itn Wednesday

" e still at Caop Johnson, I dpo not know how
long we will rem=in here, or where we will next go too.
Tom Cojes started this morning, on his furlousn
in hirh spirits, he roée ay mule.

I hope he may have & plezsant tims. Ted news still
¢cmes, ..20am Rumor is continuely at work in our camo.
Strange startlinz tales are afloat

~ men can hear astoundinz news, sesmingly
porm on every gust of wind whiech wiistles by

2]
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ey 1lth 1855

we are still camoed na2ar Shrevepsrt et Fort Johnsoi.
I a= =till on the sic: lis%t, but I faesl entirely well,
hut Dr “fsem'es will nst ellow me to report for cuty for
several éz2ys to cone



‘May 12th 1865 3

I have the fever again today I also have a severe
keadacha. I hope I am not going to be much sick
L of our men deserted last night and 2 the night before
the cause of their sunden departure was the bad news
we have beenreceiving from east of the Hipipppi river
Dr Teem's has received a 60 day's furlough and
starts for Columbia tomorrow I am glad he has succeeded

in getting permission to visit his family as he iz a
good and faithful soldier end deserve's a furlough

May 13th 1865

10 of our men and I smong the number Lt Parker
Comanding were ordered with the horses & oules to a pasture
near Phelpes plantation 12 miles from Shreveport for
the purpose of reconciling them They have grown very
poor since leaving Copenhagen on account of having no
corn we hope to find a good pasture where they will
fare batter. e had sone difficulty to day Iin oossing
creeks the briges were down and water deep but we reached
a good place to camp in safety Dr Copes procured soze
corn for us ané our horse's fared very well

Three horse broze down during the day and we.lelt
them behind.

Nay lith Sunday

After a good nights- rest we all awoke very much
refreshed, and resumed our journey in fine spirits

reached the pasture by 11 oclk and found very good
grap glso we found thousapd's of nat's and mas~uctoes
to anoy us, nats by day and moscuitoes by richt

1 had fever yestercay but feel well today

Lay 15th 65 londay

T spent the night with Bill Copes who is staying
on xr Phelpes place. I had a very agreable time

I got some very nice dew berrics they were
guite a luxry to me the first I have had this year

=2]1=



lay 16th 1255 Tuesday

We are still camp2d near Phelpes plantation
The Horse's are in a fine pastures and doirg better -
‘e had a very heavy rain last night, we stretched out
tent and Tared well The sun is shining and weather
pleasant 1
Vick went to town today but bhrought no news two more
men left our battery night before last
My health has been restored fever gone and I feel well

ey 17th 1865 Vednesday

Nothing of an exciting nature has transpired in
C. > today, we had rain most of the night last night.
I hed a return of my, fever yesterday

L of our horse's heve dled since wa left
Shreveport, we expect to loose some 5 or 6 more before
vwe get away from here, vie are now living on beef and
vegiﬁgn1dwe algo find an abundance of berries in woods
ang 1ields

X~y 18th 1535 Thursday

Lo news, Lt Farker has gone to Shreveport to learn
all he can he returns “his evening

Lt Farker while seting arround the cheerful camp
fire last night told many lively tales Fe mads one
remark which he wished me to record the remark was should
evel meet any of our fellow soldiers aftér the war that
would seem to us .as brothers, such I believe will be
the case =

I went out ysesterday evening and got some corn
for my horse which was almost famished. It refreshed
he clé fellow and he is in fine splrits this norning

Lay 19th 1805 Friday

Yesterday eveniiz we received orcers tec march
for Shreveport with ire horses in our charge That we
.ere orderud to Houston Texas I do not believe that
tte report is true but lope it may be so

22



We started for Shreveport at seven oclock marched all
day and camped withln 3 miles of the town, we succeeded
in geting some corn for our stoeck We are hearing sone
very exciting news today to much to repeat

May 20th 1865

We received orders yesterday to March for Shre-e-
port with the horse's I learn that we have received
marching orders for Houston Terxas I hope it may be so
but I do not beleive it we started early and traveled
9 miles ard camped for the nignt in a pleasant place
someé kKind ladies gave us some milk for supper

We have no news from the other side of the
Mipipippl river

May 21th 1865

We started early reached Shreveport by 9 oclock
corssed the river in safety and resched camp all right
Two of our boys left lest night taking a mule end
horses (Corpl T-r- and Private T-s-n) Corpl G-d a
mess mate of mine and & noble fellow left this
morning :

i was sincerely sorry to see him go but he thought
it was for the best

about derx this evering all of our men excepting
George lIarvis Calvin
Alsnorth & 55 Lott left for their homes in Texas I also
remained behind all took good horses we that remained
behind hope to get orders to go to Texas. ™"We succeeded
in reserving twd nules to work in ambulance and hore
by that means to get our baggaze through

ey 22oné 1B65

i@ moved camp yesterday into the wooés to hide
our horse's we wsre arfraid they would be stcllen zné
therefore we moved to & seclueé spot
We nave recelved orders tc march for Houston today
e started at one (1) oclock % traveled 1% miles
end cznmped ror tie night at MNr Vincin's
e fared very well -



Monday Hay 23rd 1865

We crossed the Sebine river and reached Carthage
today after a very tirssome trip

YHay 31st 1865 Viednesday

1l am at home once more., I can hardly realize that
such is thke case. And at home for good tco I suppose

It is the gerneral opinion that the war is at an
exd Four long years we have struggled suffered fought
and shed the best blood of our land and have failed
to accomplish our object and our condition is now Tar
worse than it wes at the begining of this eventful
pericd Our country has been devastated our people
impovished and our home's made desolate without
success in our encdeavors Texes and all southern states
well be governed scon by Federal authority But this
the downfall of my country and the distruction of her
instutions is too sad a theme for my pen to dwell upon.

I am now released frcm the duties of a2 soldier .
anéd I have no employment I sghall remain at home during
toe summer months ané in I hope I may be able to go
to school but in regard to that I will form no
conjectives But I will be entirly be governed by events
a?ﬁ c%rfumstances I will quietly await the development
of affeirs.

June lst 1E65

I had quit a misforture to hefall me on m{ trip
to Houston - vihen I reached City I felt very
tired and cuit unwell so I conclued togo to Houston

on tne cars, but ascertainsé that I could not get the
horse I was riding abeard the train, as 1t was

full, so I gave him to a negro belonging to lr loselew
of Cedar Lake to ride down to the City ané instructed
the boy to nmeet ne in teown that evening at Central denot
But he failed tc m=ke inis appearance up te this time

I heve not heard a word fro: hiazm. I resret the loss

of the pony very much &s he was rot my property but
melonged to Zergt Iarvis who kindly loaned him 1o me

2l



I have spent most of the day at home with Mother
This evening Tom Copes and- I went out to sce XMrs and
Mr alsworth They treated us to a Tine lot of plumbs
I enjoyed them. I took tea with Tom tonight and spent
an agreably e vening talking to Andy Copes

Friday Juns Zond 65

I have been at home all day - Bill arrived by car's
this evening H: brings news that Sergt Jarvis had
found the Fegro> and got his horse. 1 am gled of this
as it releives me of all indsbtedness to Jarvis

Ho new's by cArS

A great many people in town this evaning

Every one seem's dispondent and disheartened

Almost BEvry face wears an air of gloom in
consequence of the condition of our political affairs
I for my part try to look on the bright side of evry
thing and be cheerful as I can - -

Saturday June 3Ird 1865

I father Laurz and Ella went to the plantation
to ¢éay had a fine drive roadés very goods derxy's all
seem=2d glad to see me Tne rop 1s very poor but ratner
hetter than I expected to find it juding from the reports
that I heard concerning the condition of thne cron's
on the place

¥r, Winstead is in charze of affairs out there
I walked all over thne place and examined in most evry
thing nmules heogs & ¢
I found evry tning in very good condition I shall go
out there in a few days to hunt ard [%]
g wnilefor my health - -

Sunday Juna Lth &5

I attended curch this morning #2and hezard a food
sermon preachei by the Rev Mr Sommerville
ATter Curch I had the pleasure of meeting many
of my old friends some of them I had net seen for
years before I was gratifyed to meet them and thev all
seemed glad to see me It is indeed pleasant to retrun
to the scenss of former joys and minzle in the soclety
of thoes whom vou have played in childhood and cealt
with in manhood and always found taem to be true friend's;
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Honest and upright men & boy's Brazoria County has
suffered but 1little in the loss of men during this
long end bloody strugle. I find that most of my old
friends have returned hoze in good health. We of
this community srould indeed be thankful to the alm!shty
Cod for the care end protection that he has excersizd
over our younge man - of our nelghbourhood

Parson's Sommerville Congergation today had the
appearance of forasr times There were many there
who I supposed had not been in that house for years

before

llonday June 5th

I and Charley Gauther went out to the Eernard
today to visit Louw and Billy Black - but neither were

&t hone

But we met Billy on the Chanes pra- anid learnad
Troa him that Lou had gone west, I worked a pony of
Lat's in the bugy today trial trip he does firely =-
e met Judge Terry tais morning he is on his way to

Sonora
The cars cane in this eveninz but brought no news

Tuesday June 6th 1865

I went to the town of Brazorlie today it bears
the same locely deserted appearance for which it has
always been noted

Iio body to be seen nothins deinz and nothing to
ve heard

I had coat’ and made erangements to have a

pr o' boots nade
I went to with Jin Seymour, who reach:d Columbia

yesterday

Wednesday June 7ta 65

I have been steying within the house all day, es
I em net very well end am affruid to expose my self
to tie sun -

I took a pleasent rids with Tom Copes and Orlander
on this evening =2nd found my horse which had not been

up for a day or ivo -

-



.Thursdar June 8th 65

I have writing letters and scribling all the

morning =
I went fishing this evening and met with very

good sueccess caught -19 _

No news by cers - Weather vary same prospect for
rain - a good shower would be & great blessing to the
country lMNow crops every where are suffering and bhaing
cut off oy the dry weather

Friday June 9th 1865

I have been reading Rollins history this morning
it is & very instructive and interesting The portion
which I am now reading relatss to the ancient foras
of govt The Pat-a where the Father was the supreme
ruler of the femily It shows how this form of govt
gradualy and by degress grew into unlimited mon-
archies, by one family subjugeting another and soc on
until many famil 2s were consclidated into powerful
nations

3y the ambition of single nen with the assistance
of there esdherients brave end desperate clan's ware
formed which spread teror and distress throuzhout
the world

Saturday June 10th

I attened an auction today but did not invest

Goods were sold very cheap -
I also saw.many of my ©ld schoolmates amid friends

The usualy guit little to'm of Columbis was
crowded with people from the country tcday

Suncay June 114h55

I went to Church at west Columbia. The Iev Nr

Sonerville preached
e hac some rz=in this morning, but no%t ercuch

todo any good I hope we will soon have more as the
erons will elmost be entirly cut off with out rain -



Monday Jume 12th 1865

Spent the day 1o reading and idleness - We had
a slight shower about noon -

Tueaday 13th

Today I went to the plantation on the Bernard
Charley Gauter acccmpanied me went by Billy and Lou
Slacks to see the boys and from there this evening
we went up to our place

Lou and Billy are to zive a little dancing party
tomorrow night Charley & I have promised to attend = -

We are to have the Chancis pra- girls Miss
cweeney's HMiss Lane &kc-

= g anticapate & pleasant time Shall most assuredly
atten

Wednesday 1.

I sent boy Sam to town this morning after some
party clothas - Charley & I went hunting saw some deer
out did not get & shot

Started for Billy Blacl. in the eveninz found Cam
there with the clothes in accordance with previous
arrensments - dressed up went to the party, but we
ware all sadly disapolinted by the nonattendance of
the invited ladies, not a single lady made her
appearance during the evening. Lirs Bleck gave us a
very nice supper we retired at 12 oclock very well
pleazed with our party we regreted very much that the
younge ladZes failed to attend - But we considered
ourselves somewhat to blame as there was sore 8 or 10
vounge men present and not one of them went after a
lady

Thursday 15th
Lfter spending the right and most of today with

Silly Charley ené I retu:zned to our homes in Columbisa
liather tired but very well pleased with our wvisit.

Friday June lbth 65 -



I have been staying in the house all day

At my usual employment when at home reading ané
writing

The days pass rapidly by and I hardly know how
I spend my time I feel that I am wasting my precious
moments and that I must do some thing; either go to

work or study

Sunday June 25th 1865 °

For the past week I have been staying very closely
at home Trying to improve my time in the best posible
maner I have been studying mathamatics; reading; and
writing; I am now reading Rollins history, the portion
where ne treats of the ancient feast, oracles, and
origin's. He describes minutely the ancient amusemsnts
of the Greesks and Homans. &pw the gladietors fought,
the wrestlers wrestled, and races ran for the prizes.
Bven Kingsparticinated in thés ganes, ané Telt honored
with the reward assigned to the victors. He tells
us that the greeks, had not as barbarous scenes, at
their festivals 25 the Homzns, and that they 414 not
celebrate the cown fall of their enimies, with 2= nuch
pomp , and cerimony as the Roman nations; but, had
more respect, and merey, for thoes, who had been
subjuated by thier armles I attened & wvery vleasent
little Piek-"iek on the 17 of this month, and had

uite an agreable time, Food miny yvounge lacdles precent
nmet Miss amanda Bill on that day. The first tinme
I haZ seen her for over 2 years, she is very pretty,
looks nore beautiful than she éié the last tiae I saw
her.

I attended Church at West Columbia oz tas 13ih,
ené as usial I keard & good sermon, frcm XNr Sozmer-
ville. °iho never fails to celiver an cxcellsnt discourzs
I went home.with the charming iliss Manda, from Cuzch
and on my vay home I zot & dreanching, So much fo>
playing the gallant but the younse 1adies very 2 reable
society, was pay for the wettinz. o pleasure in thls
worlé with out its ghare of risforiunes. :io sun shine
with ous/a niczling of prief in the cup of bapsiness

its shade - and no joy with out
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The rest of the week, until Friday the 2Z3rd, was
spent at home in study. On that day (Friday Ejré} I
attended another Pick-Nick, or fish fry as they are
usialy termed. And with the fascinating younge ladies
from the Bernard, Miss Johnsons and Caeyces, I must say
that I enjoyed myself. e fished lpuged and talked,
and thus in meriment and gayiety we past the day away
_At night we resorted to the hospitable house of
Col A Player and there prolonged the scene of mirth,
until the morning star was twinkling in the east -
end warned us that the torch of Phisbus would soon
shed its lustre over the world ané bid merry mekers
end frolickers go to rest - And industrious people
arise to labor - we respected this friendly warning
bade the younge ladies adieu a.d with sleepy head's,
end wearied limbs - we winded our way to our homes

On Saturday the 24 after only a few hours sleep,
I went with I{a Gran and the girls to visit Mrs Sam
Sweeney, and krs Jones - we had guite a pleasant wvisit.
I being very sleepy, lirs Sweeney, very kindly gave me
a pallett, and I slept mest of the evening. ‘e broke
down coming home, end I hed a most delightful time
reparing the carrage. ‘'ie reached home after darkx in
safety - Today! Sunday, I went t¢ the M.E. Church in
town, heard what I suppose was an excellent sermon from
Parson Shappard - but I am sorry to say that I did
nov attend very elosely to his remarks - and con-
sequently I have not been pofited much by his advice
instruction &c &c

On the 23rd Friday Yr T4 Borden started north for
the purpose ofbriyrg Sallie Carson home Poor Girl!
I expect she will be indeed gled to see him &s she has
been debared Trom the society of relatives for the
past 5 years far away, in a strange land, with scarcely
the pleasure, and gratifycetion, of hearing Trom .hon=.
But thank God! she will soon be with us again; Father
went to Galveston with ’r. Borden to see the old gertle-
nan off -, lother is slightly unwell tonizht with head-
zche anéd z2ll are at rest excepting m: I am alone in
ay room recording the events of interest that have
transpired during the weck
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Silence reigns supreme over nature, the world is

at rest, :
Thiz is solitude, which -a& un u{gassad charms

Tor me, Wher alone I can give vid imagination

full scope. I can at will, mingle in former scene's,

end again joys, and indulge in pleasing reminiscénces of the [?2]

of the glorious future. These are the charms that past or I ¢
solitude nas for those who love it - - = form bright
anticaption.

Tuesday June 27th 1865

Since lest writing in this book I have started
uinn a new course of conduct I em determined to cease
all idlinge and pursue the path of kniwledge with
energy assiduity and industry I am nov. studying under
Parson Sommerville he is a good instructor, and very
kinély gives me all the assistance I need in lLatin
Algebra and Arithmetic -

I commenced reciting to him yesterday, I go to
Dr Morris ev:ry day at 1 oclock, ¥r Sommerville also
teaches Thomes Copes Lucien Morris and William Gains
we have a ver: interesting time reciting and worklng
propositions in methematics Lir Sommezville I think
is decidely -ke best teecher I ever saw his explanations
are lucid and easy to understand

I am vary ignorant so much so that it is a source
of greet mortifycation to me I have had hergtofore as

004 oppitunties as any boy could wish for, but I have
guﬂli&ﬁfr‘fﬁt tkem pasg byyﬁigh out Emprn?ﬁﬂn% and

I now look back upon ﬂvr{ past life and regret that T
have wasted so many preclous moments in folly and idle-
ness when I should with energy_ have exerted all of my
%Eiééﬁ nigvggqgggiggli?aeduca ion. But tis faelish
resolutions of today by rgflgggigﬁgtuﬁgﬁ tae Ergjg%ad
inerxcuceble conduct of by fone days

But tis better, with firmness to determine to
improve by the bitter experience of life so in the
future you may naver be compeled to mourn over the 1m-
perfections of former days--

Thank God! I have another opportunity of actulring
sometring of =2n education ]

I shall Lere prescribe a rule of conduct for the
comirz year which I shall attempt to follow as strictly
as przibls

1st Never go to recite without knowing my lessons
perfectly i

ond Mever allow frolickine or any kind of amusement
to interfere with nmy study hours

=



3rd I shall never fail attending regularly, all
recitations, without. something unusal should prevent

Lth I shall pever knowingly do anything to displease
my instructor : :

5th I shall use evry energy in my ..ower to rapidly
vrogress in my studies

For the past few days I have read ver— little as
I was fearful that if I read & great deal .37 would
Eerinuﬂlz interfere with my studies

His nr{ is very interesting as well as instructive,

2u% I fear I will be compelled to abstain from reading
iltogether for a whils onh account my extreme backward-

zess in all the branches of learning I will be dompelled
L0 employ all my time in refreshing my memory, but
I entend approprieste all my leasure noments to that
cccupation

During the past three days I Rollins description
¢’ the Roman Grecian theztres, the maner in which they
ware conducted who were the favorite writers and actors

on the stageke¢ Ze--

Thursday June EEthfﬁﬁ

I attend the usdal recitations et Dr Morris
¥asperday ard today I had hard lessons but knew them
find studying very irksome and disagreable employment
after being idle but I am still determined not waver
or be swerved in my good resolutions
I intend to “toil on hoping sometime to be rewarded
Tor my exertions

July lst 1855 Saturday

In reviewing the past week I find that I have
iuproved somewhat I did not miss a single recitation-
Or. Friday l'r Sommerville was ill with chills and fever
ard could not he=r us,

We are having rainrain evry day we have =z shower -
it is the Salvation of the crops y

Bill Copes and Calvin Alsworth reached home in
sefety yesterday they wers the last of Gibson's battery
tc reach honme -

e have received but little ;olitical rews this
weak = Jefl Davis n.t yet tried

Slx Stevens and Robert % Les rejuestiug pardon of
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Anérew Johnson president of the United States
Provisional govenor aponited over llississippil

Anouncement of Sreckenridges arival inCuba-

& Gold 1,43 Cotton 48 :

I have studyed hard this week and today as it is
Saturday and I have no recitation I am resting, that
is, idleing away my time.

I have not entirely wasted my time today. I
have been reading some this evening. Rollins as usial -
I am through his introduction and will commence the
first book soon. He give in the introduction spoken
of & short synopsis of the most important events
that transpired in Rome and Greece at the time vhen
they were, at the zenith of power and glory and rernked
as the Tirst nations of the earth

- This week Tather was expected home, but dié not
arive

“le received a letter from him stating that he
would not be home, until next week some time - He
has gons to Galwvestion to attend some business

I have neglected to record one event of great
importance to the “tate of +exas which has trenspired
within the past few days. I allude to tke arrivel of
our conguerors comuanded by iaj Gen Granger, to take
posession of the State of Texas, a2nd the emancipation

of the liegro's .
He (¥aj Gen “ranger) a&ssumed command of the Dist

of Texas on the 19th day June
fné on that day he issusdhis order liberating
the Zhves
He advises them to remain with their masters and
inforsed them that they will not be surpoted by the
governzzsnt )
Sozne of the slaves ere leaving - but the majority
of them are guietly remaining at home, <father
jrfer—ed his negroes, that are in town, of their
freedoz - They did not sesm to rejoice over the
infor~ation and one instance in coanection with this
I think worth recordinz - An old Fegro of ours whe
g025 by the title of sunt Lizzie secmed very disrorncent
on eccount of this revs and appez2red uzhapsy uqtil1£ﬂthﬁr
aseured her, that she would give hrer a hcnme and talie
care of her as lenge as she would behave hersslf and
wori
0l¢ sunt Lizziz then cheersd up and seexsld ta be
in & ;oo husor, She may U2 2 hypocrlte ana Zic.
Laye @assumed the urhappy appearance for effeet bu
this is not my carndié oppinicn - tecause sShe 13 Very
reh atiached to our family lone of our legroes LaVe
yet left us - :

e m
-
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Monday Juiy Ird iﬂﬁﬁ

I am becoming accustomed to study, and therefore
it is not near so irksome as &t first = I am through
the declensions of nouns in th: Latin in division of
Algebra and fractions ia Arithmetic - Thus I
begin the week, MNr Sommerviile is well, and his
liftle school is begining the week with the proapect

of making some improvement ; .
I have found more leasure for reading in the

past few days than is usialy the case, I ve been
reading the account given by Rollins of the Ancient

Maners Customs religion of Egypitians and also a
description of the bird Phoenix He says that in

Baypt, there anciently existed (or at least the people
believed to exist) a bird which lived, six or seven, -
hundred years, by name Phoenix. &ind that only one

of these birds existed at a tims, whenz it grew old,

and was ready to die, it would go to the mountains there
build a nest, in which to die, and &'ter death, the
marrow in its bones, whould form & worm, from which,
another bird was created,

This bird would gather all the remains of its
parent, and transport them to & temple at Herlepolis,
and then consume them with fire, and from this old
fabulus tale the term rhoenix, which mordernly is
applied to evry thing, strange or unusial, originated.

Rollins gives this tale no credit, He considers
it a fable

I also read with much interest, the description
of the embalming of the dead bodys. No man was entitled
to the honor of being exbalmed, without the had lived
a moral, and upright life, and as evry ona conzidered
it an ever lasting disgrace to their family, and
postéerity for them to fail to receive this privilege,
it was a strance ircentive for the moral cuture of the
vounge, and for all to act with justice, and honor, -
The Zmbalming was done in this manar - the brains of
tke body were drawn ocut througsh the ncose, by an in-
strunent made for this purpose, and the entrals were
taken out, by a hole being cut in the =ide of ths body,
with a sharp stone - Zen were appointed espiaecialy for
this business, and as soon as they completad their work
they were comnelled to fly from “hs wrath of the pesople,
as it was custozmary for evry one to stone them

=35~



In his discription of the temples, he particuarly
speaks of one which was erected on the coast of Eygipt
Tor the purpose of directing Ships to the proper harbor
‘le here shows how depraved human nature will oftemn -
act, = the Eing who caused this structsr to be erected =
ord3red that his nace should be inseribed upon it -
but the archtect, wishing to perpetrate his nsme, cut
it on & stone, plastered it over with lime, and inscribed
the Eings name upor the lime - The lime scon wore off
and left the store to view with the builders nanme
writen upon it

July 5th 1865 Wednesday

I have been attending school raoculerly during this
rnuch of the week, €18 I am exceedingly gratifyed to be
eble to say, that I have recited almost perfect-les=ons
end feel that I am makins some improvement - Yesterday
was the fourth the eannivarsary of the birth of the United
States of =merica, ir this portion of ths world it passed
off very quietly.

I have not read in my history at all within the
past few days. I rzve not had the tize to spare from
my studles.

Tussday July 1lth

I have bezsun this week with a feir prospect of
improvement. I have beern studying with energy end
industry for the pest week I wert to the plontation
last Saturday, and I talxed to the llegroes :zones abtout
their nely aequired fresdom, They ssex to have lofty
fésas in regerd to the privilegs they will be enditled
to, under the new arran/zent of affairz they ars .
contented anéd willing to remain on tke planztion bul
do not like xr. Cheford our present oversesr.

I spent the {ay out there end returned hone in

the evening
orday July

Studyed hard a’l the week-, & little unwsll cn
rrigéay ané therefore could rot recite perfecst lescoms.

wl's Sommerville was visited with £nother chill on
Saturdéay and ¢id rot preash on Sunday. So well 2l
atterded church in town ané listerned to I'srson
cetrexpatiah { 2 sxpicopalian minister) he preached
both in the evenling and zoring

I have bsen reading the history of Carthape of



the various wars of that republic in Epain un& doly

and Spain i
j Virgils Bucollice
_ Ecloga Prima |

Kel. Oh, Tityn, thou reclining

?1r£i15 Bucolica
1 Seillian muses Jet us sing a little greater
2 The groves and tumble myrica do not dilight all
3 I we sing the woods - |
virgilé Bucolica
BEecloga 4Lth
Eilicianfﬁpsés let us sing a fline little greater

Groves and 'uable

Roll for Gibsons Battery

Comissioned Cfficers

wa., 2. Gibson ﬂapt

Appointed Harck 63 left the Battery Jan 65

wa H. nllen 1st Lt Een
Zlected 62 et Camp Bates left the battery Apl 65
H Z Hill 1st Lt
Agsigned to battery marched 63 stayed to the last
D J Parker 2 ond Lt

Appointed LKay 63 stayed with hattsry to the last
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J h.anshuF
Assignad Juna 25 to

S S Lntt

Appointed March 53 by ¥m E Gibson

Y G Eidman
Appointed by Allen
Geo Gaylord
Appointed by Gibson
Squire Jim Cole

; ﬂadat ot
tha battery stayed ta the last e

el
L & |

'-'u'_'_ s I

1 BE
. e
mgh

Non Com. ﬂffiuﬁrsﬁ-fff?i

Sergts ;7-'jf1]ﬁ

ﬂrdianna sergt

Apointed by Givson 64 di#sertad

Tom Bereton
: Eppuintad by Gibson
Schley

1562
Sergt
Now 1553
Sergt
Sergt

63 died 63
Commissary ﬁergt

nppuinted by Allen 63 died Apl 65

J. H. Shorthridge

Company Sargt

Appointed by Hill 4Apl 65

‘W 0 Davis _ Sergt
Appointed by Gibson 1863 '

J B Copes ' Sergt
Lppointed by Allen Mch 1BE5

J G Jarvis Sergt

Appointed by
Sam Green .
Appointed by

Wim Turper
Appointed by
Geo Dubose
Appointed by
Y M Giraud
Appolinted by
Geo Lieyo
~ppointed by
Chandler
Ltppointed by Gibson
reduced to ranks or
Lous Zidman
ippointed by Gibson

UGibson
Gibson
Gibson

Gibson

Allen Mch 1B6 &
Bates 1863

Stable Sergt

Corge

Corpl
Vet 1863

Corpl
Oct 1863

Corpl
aich 186L

Aacting ¥table Sergt

Meh 160l

Corpl
1863
rasigned lov 1864

Corpl
died 1863
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Perry Carpenter

Howard 0. T " reduced e A
John Isle Blacksmith reduced = - "y
Wood VL° Ly REE e L e T
Sulth J  Sadler

Buglers it i fﬁ-{vfr;flﬁﬁgyis.}_

Becker 1st } gt .QFA :
‘Howard,W 2ond 7 i f

FPrivates

Alsworth C. W.

Anderson Yohn

Andrews

Byrom <im

Belcher L:nsey g 33
Bowllock .1f g
Bushwall *rank

Buff v '."i'

Barackman Elk 10 e
Boon &Simon I

Books, Borrowed from i.ib.-

8cots, 3Bob, Roy, by Hrs., sdriance

d B Copes Dr
Aug 6L loney loaned speeie 310 settled
" n 2 nw Gonfed $100 20 for 1
£nli B85 o e pay St 310 20 for L
] ] " #ON s fan

boots 4 2, 50 specie
May " Paid Tom Copes 316 coecie according tgbrder
A ' n Boy Barnes 50 specie according to order



J. B. Copes ﬂr

m N ] E " il -
2 B ? 7 7 :II s L T

Jan 62 Hnnarbhnrrﬁwad 7. Eﬂ spaciu~--iiﬁl+

Apl $20 - et
May " Settled $250 confed with Phelpes for —-
Apl " Money loaned specie .50 . . oaito
Da¢ 64, on misapct . confed X %1 e
1 R i T B
H 2 H111 Dr B
J'i - 1E fnr B

Dec 63 Manar 1nanaﬂ corfed 337 lﬂ for 1 8.70
Dec 6L On buggy trade specie Eg .

B n Money loaned n
Jan 65 ¢ b i 3
March »* " - M 10
March ™ ¢ at Anderson confed 250 10.00
Jan- ™ " higney loaned on ? ? 13.88
J B Copes Cr
Dec 3rd By cash for eggs $7.50
Dag 23rd ® " " notatoes $5.00
Jan 2nd " " - " goap 00

$ 57.50

From April 7th 65 to Apl 15th
By Cesh for Eggs specie 75

J B Copes
C W Alsworth Cr
Dec 1st By cash for flour g 20
“ 5th By cash for chickens 3 ?
n  Qth By cash for rotatoes <
3 27
April lst :
For 1 bushel potatoes «50 specie
eggs confed 200 confed

By cash for potatoes specie .50 specie
" BEESs specis .50 i
. : #  putter & soap 100 ¥

-39-



ooy o B M, GLoaud B U
Dec, 3rd By cash for butter g 10 v TEGS
R - T e D 5. L
R A R L B ¥ 20 - e 0o
Jan lat’;: 7.0 7 v Boap:.i.. 3._1_“: o
Sl I ¥ o = 'é. e
MR R R e B
I S
Settled to March 20th 1865 S5
b A A T TR R S EEEQ
J. 6. Jarvis Ct
Dec 10th By cash for caps ¥10
£10
From April 15th 1865
By cash for potatoes specie .50
Apl 14th Cash for scap " .20
May 3 65 By cash for butter" .50
J P Underwcod ¥r
Jen 2nd To Miss for 3 1bs of soap %12
J ¥ Underwood Cr
Settled to March 21st 65
Dec 15th By cash for potatees ¥ 5
" 28th T S0ap 3 2
From April 1lst/65 ' Bt/
tarch 27th By cash for egecs confed#10
ﬁ;irgth ? 1.1IF = " EEES i 12, 50
" 3ith 1" n " sfap i E.U'D



J B EDPEE .. D‘h‘b-.- e " .

For money hurrnwaﬂ in Aug Ed.. $1m;- :mnfaf.l. RN

R e "'? iy LiE i .ﬁr
; . o - m = A i 3415 .,:.; i
For mﬂnqg bawruwed ? 1Lth $lﬂﬂ b
o 3" -'th":': -
Mo r aneﬂ tn me Janﬁﬁ spauia 1.5
For . "? . %ﬂ e ILEllJ’,JEri T ii_ 1
For . B iR v e ape¢ian £
" E:E' borrowed :- .. i o TVTATRIATRE
" ", money paid . ? f.fnhﬂﬁ;{xéngh: o
. 2 =y PR T T - Vil | P i & = e L T A R o T
i e oo e s O
P Quarlas' ’ Cr. '

Jen 1lst By cash for scap . 5

Mess account at Camp - -Camp
Vagnider La.

Peter Quarles Cr 35 !
Joe P Underwcod Cr 7 Dr $lE sattlu&
J, &, Jarvis Cr Elﬂ

B Giraud Cr §36 =ettled

C W Alsworth er $27

J B Copes Ur 357.50

10

. . 36
8J135016.50 57
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W E[ Hmma Dhtl _._.-f So

o S A el
Apl l?th ﬂaﬂh lnanaﬂ ? 5f-speq1 R AR
Shortridge L_u-ﬂ; beq Dbt o P
Ca Eash.luanad confed .. $ - 207 .15 for, Ligsaia
“ < W B Gibson':iig e ﬁ- anﬁ-” Dbt FoFofi e

Cash” luanaﬂ ﬂﬂnfad

- - J Hpleomb - bl AF g ﬁ
.- Cash loaned nunf:d“

J G Garvis’ cunred
W W Black Dbt
" For lmraa mnrad

settled

. 1nn 5 foT 1; 5

Imt:ﬂ{

- = f i'

,:1-'"-'-;.,‘ Bl e -': |
$l§ﬂ o 5 fﬂr lﬁr fff;

(R i.."' "".-E-' 1:.,-5 -ﬂ T

Thos.” Eemper Dbt - E

Cash laanad cunfad 3#3 13 fﬂr 1 "
Wm Turner " Dbt . % g
- Cash 1u&nad‘¢nnrad. ﬁﬁﬂ_ 20 for l _

E L Angier - Dbt iy

“ash loaned specle 3 ¢ ﬁpril 3rd 65
'F, M, Giraund. ¥r :

Cash loaned Bﬂﬂﬂiﬂ i L '

T. T. Copes

Cash loaned specie *ﬁﬂ

J. Gep. Jarvis Dr

For money ﬁoaned- « 50

Wm Turner
Varch65 Money loaned confed 360

specle

20 Tor 1

Letters recﬁivaﬂ from March 20th €5

1 from Sam Bryan March 8th £ns. Mch, 28
1 " Sister,-Laura "16th #ps. Apl 12
1 " PFather "Eﬁt hﬂy 10
l i ] b ir

5] mn " 1]
i it i . " n
l 1] m ir 111
1 ™ Sister g
l 1} i ] L]
l L L1 "
1 "™ Charley Gantier 4Lpl3rd" Xay 10th
1 " Sam fryan ® 11th"™ " 1llth
1 " UHother
1 " J. G, Yarvis June 2pd ans., June 3

Zugene #pgler Dbt

Far mon ned Larch 29th 65 25
qﬁ HHE specie April 3th 65 %4
F* rﬂ Giraud Dbt i
For mﬂnﬁg lgﬁnad spacie =T
(]

ko2 Y



."' ' 1 :‘_ ; _H'_‘-'l _‘.I_. ._'I': .;-' = .'\'- ;i:_'

i 'I' T anaa -2 Dbk 2 PN i

A@ril 4th For Bpﬂﬂiﬂ ' .5D'1 a nrfg i
*J.B Copes .2 . Dbt - W

April 12th money to pay loan ‘conted 310
‘Calvin ‘Alsworth-- - Dbt Apl. 13 *+mﬁ~.*
'ﬁ: EQEEFEPF:FFW?Q confed ‘- Paiﬂ ﬁ "

T L N
PN LR e b - .“-- g
;.'Lﬁz;u;'_;- S ;,11';; g
B N Jne P. Underwnud Dbt =
To H.'L ﬁeema L il ' Eﬂ
* T, T. Copes’ 40
" J B Copes £ e

" BSettle 5 sheets p&per

Settled with Smith lMarch 3ﬂth 65
J P Underwood Dot

To Barnes bofrowed confed $5°

To F M Giraud il

On ? eaceptd confed iEﬂ

To J B Copes confed ¥ 1~

Calvin flsworth specie

To Boom for makicg coat - specie 250

To F ul Giraud confed specie 50

J B Copes
Columbia
_ ' Texas
J B Copes
d B Copes
d 5B I""'4:311:;125
Columbia
ﬂrazafia Co.
exas

Jen 2ond 186

C Camp-hiagrudes

The weather from Apl 12th 55
wednesday £pl 12 very rainy &eold
.thursday -y 13 cloudy
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Letters writen from March 20th 1835

1 to Father writen March 2200d =

n 1, Black ] n .Efrt'h "
"1Craig " n Pjr "

" ia & Sister Laura " 26th n

" Cousin Mary and Aunt Lﬂuisa 26th n
" S P Bryan March 28th g5 - |
" C I Gantin April 5

i |

b e

Letters writ
Father 1 2 3
Mother 1 2 3
Sister L 1 2
L Crelg 1 2 3 4. 5°6
¢ Gantin 1 2

= Bryan 1 2

L Borden 1 2

K Borden 1 2

L Black 1 2 3

]TI- . p— 1

IG Jarvil-1
nZMill-1

H M Forshey-1

inge March 15t-g5

Camp Thren.Creexs Ark

I received this book from home on the 251 of
Yior on that day Bill Copes arrived in cenp from home
and brought me a great meny nice things from home
he broke down six miles from camp and I went after
him with a wagon we were all glad to see him he
brought us many letters from relatives =nd friends

And besides he brought an immense amount of
clothing for all the 3razoria boy's

Joe.P. Vnderwood.
Gibson's Battery

Sguires matt
wight artilery
Kaj.Gen. Forav's Div

Texas ... Infantry



