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Sticky Note
The United States, 1783—1803, with highlighting added to trace the trip by flatboat of the Munson, Hunter and Grady families from Holston, Virginia, to the Natchez District in 1792, a distance of approximately 1500 miles. The Holston settlement was founded by Stephen Holston in 1748 when he built his cabin thirty feet from the head spring of the Indian (renamed Holston River). Now extinct, the settlement was located very near Abingdon (formerly Wolf Hills) in Washington County, Virginia, a major refueling stop for early travelers moving into Tennessee, Kentucky, what is now West Virginia, and the Carolinas.

From The Historical Atlas by William R. Shepherd, 1923. Courtesy of the University of Texas Libraries, The University of Texas at Austin.
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This map shows the Holston River portion of the flatboat trip of Jesse and Robert Munson in 1792.
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YELLOW — site of Villa Gayoso, the supposed birthplace of Henry William Munson; GREEN — Natchez; PURPLE — Wilkinson, the area that became Wilkinson County, Mississippi; BLUE — Thompson's Creek, the west fork of which was just east of the Munson land grants; RED DOT — approximate site of the Munson land grants; PINK — Rapid (Rapides District) that became Rapides Parish, and where the Munsons lived before moving to Coahuila and Texas in 1824. Also in Rapides Parish was Lunenburg, the Pearce plantation.

Library of Congress.


