By Marie Beth Jones:

First In A Series

Its white paint peeling and
worn away by time and winds
and rain, the Underwood house
at East Columbia has assumed
that forlorn appearance usually
seen only in elderly, childless
aunts, whose once 1 nieces
and nephews no longer care,

it now “‘aunty's' fumre is,

looking up.

Several generations down the
line, some of her nieces have
decided to show that they still
remember her. The first pro=
testation of affection =- and in=-
dication that something is going
to be done to help the old girl -=
came from the West Columbia
Garden Club, That group has
made restoration of the Under-
wood home its main project for
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It is an ambitious scheme.

Even though several of the
county's historical groups ap-
pear interested in the idea, and
the general public seems sym=
pathetic, it will be expensive,
But the club members have al-
ready faced that fact, and
have set to work with that spirit
which can be mustered only by

a group of women engrossed in

a "'cause."”

The first real step toward
their 1 was a sllver tea held
in West Columbia several weeks
ago. It was considered highly

successful, but is only the be- =

of what must, of neces- -

sity, be a long campaign.

The very fact that it sull =
stands -- possibly the oldest &5

residence still in existence in
Brazoria County == is a tribute,
both mthammwhubulltme
house 130 years ago, and to the
women who made it a home
during most of that period.

Something of an anachronism,
it was a town house, built and
occupied in a time and place
where plantation economy was
supreme. It represents others
of its rype built in this area
during that fast moving period
when Texas was an independent
republic,

Since the first livecak tim-
bers wereerected for its frame,

the house has been threatened I The Underwood house at East Columbia has

stood for 130 years, but Is destined to
Each time, the threat came from | Succumb to old age unless the West Columbla
Garden Club and other interested organiza=-
tlons and Individuals are successful in their
| efforts to flnance {ts restoration, Belleved
uncomfortably close, erumbling | | to be the oldest house still standing in
the clay banks and mding Brazoria Cuunr';. it 1s of thatr little kmown
fissures beneath the founda- | genus, the ““Town House'’. Boosters of the
roject hope to repalr and re-
ouse, furnish it with household

three times with extinction. |

the river which had given the |
town_ life, with the swirling m:i
waters of the Brazos creeping |

tions,

Somehow, each time, the
house was moved to safery.
Now the danger from the river
Sesms past, as dams upstream
have tamed the Brazos" canni-
balistic tendency to eat away at
its own banks, leaving it still
sullen and swift flowing, but

tho ttmdeﬂuﬂng
jort which the gar-

|
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Tender Loving Care Needed

items typical of those used in Texas during
the early and mid-18th century, and open it
for public view on a regular basis. Since

restoration
furbish the

the Varner-Hogg
plantation house open for tours -- is located
only a few miles away, this would provide
a double incentive for out-of-county visitors
to come to the area, as well as giving county
residents the historical benefits of touring
such old residences,
{Photo Courtesy of Dave Toney)

State Park =-- with the

no hope of its recovery.

Carson as she loaded her in-

Such & demise would be an . wvalid husband and three small

le end to a building which |
Eﬂhwimused a grear deal of
history, and which could do
much to impresscounty res-
idents and visitors alike with the

@iple old age which is . importance of Brazoria
jow to befearedfor  County’s part in that history.

That she would rej_gn in
! such a house could hardly have
occurred to Catherine Jane

1

children into a covered wagon in
Louisiana in 1824, Settling her
family as comfortably as pos-
sible among the household items
inside, she climbedinto the
wagen seat and tucked down her
ample skirts -- & move desi
ed to preserve both decorum
and fabric from harm by va-
grant breezes of their passage,
Then, picking up the reins and
clucking to the team, she began
a trip that can hardly havebeen

‘less than unalloyed horror,
{ Added to worrles about her

husband's health, the tensions
heightened by high spirits of her
children and the wear of travel,
she faced the dangers of the trek
through Indian country, of pas- |
sage across swollen streams |
and deserted miles where she

{could look to no one but herself

for help should trouble arise,
Somehow she shepherded hex
brood to its destination -- the |
cedar brakes along the San Ber-
nard River. They built a little
cabin, and were beginning tobe-

come accustomed to the lone= |

liness of their new surround-

ings, and to send out tendrils

6me

word of the mnmdm:lms
she offered, iy

"t was a time of growth and |
change, with each hoarse
dﬂ"ﬁll‘.l‘l:lﬂt whistle a warning

td prepare for more new= |

comers, who would need meals |

Indaphoammyunﬂ.lﬂmy
could settle on their own land.
Celumbia was a handy stop= |

ping for colonists who
kept ﬁmtriﬂ: worn between

Velasco, Brazoria and San
Felipe. As word of Mrs. Car=
son's establishment spread,
more and more of them made it |
a point to find themselves near |

- Columbia when night fell,

Among the newcomers who
in Columbia was Am=
mon Underwood, a bookish,
young man from Lowell, Mass, |
Lonely for his family and
friends, he mrned his hand to |
;1 w:l-llﬂy of chores before!
nally in Columbia,
where Ihs:;lr.lulﬂiiisl‘ud a mer=
cantile business, |
+ He was to become Mrs. Car=-
son's star boarder -- and
eventually, her son-in-law.

(To Be Continued)
Mext Week:
“AMMON GOES TO WAR" |

suddenly the cabin and the|

vacant countryside which sur=|
rounded it were unbearable,

She was alone except for her

problems of how to feed and

clothe them, alone ln the
wilderness, m‘

The sound of the llﬂ' ;
offered up for her husband
soul had hardly died aiws *.-h"' -
she loaded up her ':"I‘ gSters
and their belongings and moved
to Columbia.

She could support them there,
by doing the same things she had
always done. She could make
people comfortable, provide

i
TN

them with food and anice clean,
;.:nmfu:table place to live. She

jopened a boarding house, cater-
ling at first mainly to the child-
iren who attended Thomas J.
|Pilgrim’s school, providing
warming pans and cold
‘remedles; snacks and hot
'meals; affection and scolding,
IEiI‘rg]jl' or in combination, as

children, with no solution to the |

'needed.

| Travelers, too weary to do
imore than collapse after their
leng rides, stopped off at Mrs,

| of hope for the future, whenher [Carson's place, to cc-nlinue.l

hushand died.

their trips later and spread
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By Mar ie

The storm of gossip which
raged daily Inside stores
operating In early Texas was
apt to be accompaniedby clouds
of plpe smoke and showers of
tobaceo julce, as well as the
thunder of words, both true
and questionable.

As proprietor of such an
establishment, located at *“Co-
lumbia Landing, Ammon
Underwood was In a pesitlen o
hear every concelvable tale,
retold in half a hundred dif-
ferent versions.

Although the primary purpose
of those early stores was o

iispense ltems ranging from

=

Ammon
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patterns and calicotocoffee and
snuff, they were also used as|
rest stops by weary travelers,
as gathering places by locall
residents, and as al head=-
quarters for that porton of
male population which happen=-
ed to find ltself In the vicinity
during store hours.

Writing In a cardboard bound
account book, Ammon duly
recorded much of the infor=
mation so freely given in his
store, as well as adding a few
disapproving comments, giving
vent to his homesickness, and
mentioning a bit about his own

And Hi

happily for posterity, he
apparently thought better of
some of his entries, and neat=-
ly cut several portions fromhis
journal,

A multitude of political jot-
tings remaln, however, and Am-
mon's opinion about current
events ran the gamut from
crideism of self-seeking pouti-
clans and disgust atboth quality
and quantity of “'publick meet-
Ings'* to horror at the news
of Fannin's fate and pride In
action of the Texlan Navy.

*“The affairs of this country
are now in a very alarming
situation and a thousand
Speculative rumors areafloat,”

he wrote in June, 1335, ““What

dolngs.

| entrles, Ammon wrote of they pertinent reasons.'’

E

will be the final result no one

' can predict to any degree of

certainty. People Inanticipation
of a coming conflict begin to
talk of removing thelr families
out of the country.”

In this and subsequent

rumor that Santa Anna *"is now
marching an army of some
thousands of men to drive the
colonists out of the country,”
but adds thatr such & thing "'is
hardly to be credited" even
though "'the people are alarmed
and much excitement exists.”

He jotted down major
historical happenings with that
feeling of immediacy which no
formal history can give, telling
of the *"'warmer politicians"
who wanted to arm and rescue
Stephen F. Austin fromaprison
cell in Mexico City, and of the
conduct of unguthorized band of
Texas hotheads at Anahuac,
about which *'the publick are
still highly excited.*

In August, the call was Lssued

for a third public meeting, to
be held in Columbis. According

tn__=h mmon's journal, *“The

avowed purpose’” of thegather-

ing *"was 1o ascertain by the
) of the pecple of this

risdiction wether they were or | §2d

poi in favour of a con-
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AMMON UNDERWOOD

Rumors were spread that
three Mexican vessels, armed
and with soldiers onboard, were
anchored at the mouth of the
Brazos., According to Ammon,
this was a political maneuver
of the war party, and the "‘news
opperated lke an electrick
shock on some." Even though
the rumor was not fully be=
lleved, news that the vessels
were only merchant ships from
New Orleans came oo late o
counteract the harm already
caused by the tale, Ammon
explained.

Less than a month later, how=
ever, there was real mrouble,
not just rumor of i, and Am=
mon wrote In his journal the
story of a brig, loaded with
lumber, and puning out from
Yelasco when *'a Mexican
schooner under command of

Capt. (Thomas M. ) Thompson
an englishman® captured the
ship. The steamer Laura chug-
to the rescue, and was
“*fired upon a number of times
but sustained no Injury.'"

A Mexlcan warship, the Cor-
reo de Mejlco, was standing
by outslde the Brazos River
Bar at Velasco, still hoping
that she might recapture the

- "chant ship 3an Fellpe arrived

brig Tremont, when the mer-

on the scene In a manner as
dramatic as a cavalry entrance
In a Saturday movie.
Loaded with ""a richand heavy
; freight from N-Orleans' which
| belonged mainly to Ammon’s
|close friend James Cochrane,
the 3an Felipe may at first
have appeared tempting rather
than menacing. As Capt
| Thompson soon dicovered, how=
ever, the San Fellpe was armed.
The ship “*imiediately upe.neﬂr
her ports’’ upon the Mexlcan
. ship, and Capt. Thompson *‘at=
tempted to effect escape bur

could not succed but wis uh;nml

and brought safe toanchor at

| mouth of the Brazos and sub-
| sequently sent to New Orleans
for trial,’" Ammon wrote.
Amcng the passengers on
board the 3an Fellpe were
Stephen F. Austin, returning
from his prison cell in Mexico
City; and another Texas
patriot, Lorenzo deZavala,

Ammon's feeling about the|

during which *"mi
guns were dis ar

decided *'that the voice of his
adopted country called for his!
ald and . . .I have resolved to
accompany him.**

On Nov. 10, in ¢ with
several of his friends and ac-
qualntances, Ammon took his
departre for *‘head quarters
of the American volunteer

Army". The flrst night, they
camped near the San Rernard
River, then rode some 20 miles
daily, camping out each night
until they reached *‘Gonsales
on the Warlupe'', where they
were told that the Texian army

had begun the march to San
Antonio,

Overtaking them the sixth
day after their departure, they
jolned the army, which was
moving toward *‘Sea Willy™".
Ammon rells of their ad-
LA o, oritn sn e
when about 200 Mexicans began
firing upon the forces in the
Misslon. The Mexicans *‘soon
rewreated'’ after surprising
from ambush & divislon of some
150 Texans, Including Ammen's |
company and two others. =
An hour=long bat

and the balls whi
us In every dirree
one was Injured,” theugh
mon heard reports that % or-
4 Mexlcans' had been killed,

upon the flelc.”

He continued his account of
bartles in the same persona-
lized style, telling of men he
knew well scoring victorles a-
gainst the might of Mexico, In

encounters later to be known
as the battles of Concepelon and
the Old Mill. Ammon was again

need for violent actlon under-
went an abrupt change between
the time of hls journal entry
of Aug. 3 and that of Sept.
25, 1835, In August he had writ-
ten, ‘‘Publick meetings upon
publick meetings arecontimal-
ly called, for what purpose; |
wether called by self Interest
or patriotism may be, to each|
reflecting mind, quite aparent.®’
Less than two months larer,
however, he wrote, ""The war
cry Is raised. The soard (sword)
is Gerded on, the war horse
prepared and ready o be
mounted. Much unanimity of
feeling prevalls at preasant.
The volunteer list opened in
this place (Columbla) yesterday
and nearly all the young folks
have subscribed as volunteers
to meet Gen. Coss who Is re-
por'ted tohavearrived at Copono
with four hundred armed troops.
“There are about the same
number at 3San Antonio with
which corps he intends uniting
and then make a descent upon

S e

in the thick of the actlon during
the latter battle, where the
Mexicans “‘commenced and kept
up for some tlme a canonading

upon us bur without effect.”

"On Mov, 3, the Texian forces
made an attack "upon the town
this night in 3 divislons but
nothing effected."

The foll day, in o

with Gen. W.D.C, Hall, Peter
W. Grayson, W. H. Secres, Mc=
Len Bracey, Willlam Hall and
others, Ammon rode ©to San
Felipe on furlough, his first
combat duty behind him,

(To Contlnued)
Next Week:
THE RUNAWAY SCRAPE

and two horses were *‘left dead |
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Third Of A Serles

By Marie Beth Jones

War may have seemed remote
to some residents of Columbia
until the last day of February,
1836. For any who had already
failed 1o realize the dangerous
siation which- the colonistes
faced, that day marked a

dramatic change.

A message, five days from
san Antenfo, gave Columbians
their first news of the tragedy
which was taking place at the
Alamo,

“The small garrison of
Amerlcans ammounting to 150
men were atacked by the Mex-
icans ammounting to 2000 with
Santa Annaattheir head,"" wrote
Ammen Underwood in his
journal the following day.

“A general and imiediate
wrnout of 3 great majority of
our citizens will be the resulr,*
he predicred, “*A Spirittw afford
the most prompt posible aid o
the few gallant citizens whoare
now in the field contending
agalnst twenty times their nom-
ber is every whare manifest.”

In his next entry, however,
Ammon ends the story of the
men == many of them his own
friends and acquaintances --
who had fought at the Alamo.
His own service in the Texian
Army still fresh in his mind,

'_hmn-rm could not have escaped

the knowledge that these men's
fate might well have been his
OWTL,

He wrote first of the attacks
successfully repelled by the
Texans on March 3, 4 and 5,
with losses reported of S00
Mexicans killed and 600 to T00
wounded.

He set down the facts
concerning arrival of rein-
torcements which had brought
the Mexican troops toa strength
of 5,000 men,

“'The fort was again atacked
about daylight,” hewrote, ‘*The
works after a desperate engage-
ment was carried and the whole
garrison ammounting to 180
men Slaughtered. The mumber.of
the enemy killed and wounded in
this last engagement amounted
to more than a thousand men.

‘"The only persons who as-
caped to tell the horridtale was
& woman, & Mrs, Dickerson,
whose husband fell in the fort,
A horse was given her and shedn
company with two negroes who
were likewise set at liberty ar-
rived safely at the american
head quarters 2t Gonzales

Ammen wrote too of Sam
Houston's retreat and of James
Fannin's plans to join Houston
at the Colorado River, plans
which changed abruptly when
Fannin mer a force =3sfy 2,700
cavalry and managedro‘“regain
the fort"" he had just left,

A later entry tells the sad
ending of that story. *'Col, Fan-
nin surrendered his force
amounting to 450 men to about
1,500 of the enemy, According
to the terms stipulated they
were to remain eight days
prisoners of war and then to
leave onparoleto serveno more
against Mexico,

“After they had laid down
their arms, (and) before the
rime they were to have left,they

were marched out in different
divisions and directions and

attempred tw masacree the
whole. Only about 15 men made
their escape. Others la in
ports that had fallen into the
hands of the Were.
masacreed without being able
to make opposition,'” Ammon
wrote,

As though they weren't having
encugh trouble with the Mex-
fcans, the Texans were troubled
with reports of Indian depreda-
tions to the east of Columbia,
Cn March 27 Ammon wrote that
he crossed the Brazos in com-
pany with seven others, riding
about 5ix miles on what proved
to be a false alarm.

On thelr rewrn, as Ammon
crossed the Brazos River, “the
horses got scared and knocked
me into the river over the stern
of the bear just as the beat
struck shore,"’

Despite his heavy clothing,
ammunition, and the rifle he
was carrying, Ammon managed
to swim ashore, "'not even lasing
my rifle.*’

His feat had not gone un-
noticed. *'I came driping up the
bank amid the acclamations of

a large number of women &

men who had assembled on the

bank,” he wrote.

It was about thizs zame time| 4i5tress,'” he wrote.

that San Felipe was burned *'by

the inhabitants who had de-
serted' the fown Ammon
noted in “is jourmal that the

‘blaze h. dwmm “‘much
prupart}r [
omen and children hadbeen
I.vE'.fl: in cabins along the Brazos
and Oyster Creek, along Caney
and the %an Berpard, while
thelr menfolk were fighting,
Hatural nervousness at being
alone In a relative wilderness,
combined with the tensions
caused by war and the constant
round of rumors which were
everywhere repeated, to leave

| them easy prey to panic at the

reports of what had happened
at the Alamo and at Gollad.

In an entry dated March 11,
Ammon wWrote, "lntali,gmhu
just arrived by a man taken
prisoner at Labaha, that thelone

RACHEL CARSON UNDERWOOD

enemy amounting to aboutr 1500|
men arecrossing theCol-
orade, "

In the area around Columbia,
this report was the signal for
that exedus of settlers which
would later be knowm as "“The
Runaway Scrape."’

Ammon recorded the scene
in hiz journal, ""The whole
country that have not allready
gone, having remained untll the
enemy are allmost upon them,
and men women and children ere
obliged to fly withscarcely suf-
ficlent food and other neces-
sarles of life to support luman
nature. In one word, the wholel
country are in a state of great

It was April 13 when Ammon
crossed the Brazos and spemt
the night at the deserted house
of C. D, Sayer near the easi
banlk. Arising early, he joined
two acguaintances, and despite a

warning that “we could not
cross the country to the east-
ward without falling into the
hands of the Mexicans as they
had allready reached Harris-
burg" the three men ""concluded.
to try our chance to escape
aeross the country" anyway,

Unhampered by excess bag-

gage or by the presence of wo=
men and children In thelr own
party, they passed dozens of
struggling little family groups
making use of every conceivable
conveyance from wagons to
sleds, and sometimes strug-

gllng along ml:lng wins at riding

two horses or mules,

Al atmesphere of terror per-
vaded the air, The colonists
had heard of the Alamo's fall
énd the death of all fis
defenders. They lmew of the]
fate suffered by Fannin's men,
who had surrendered, There
wias no doubt In most minds of

what Santa Anna might do should]
he catch the colonists.

The results of this fear were
apparent to Ammon and his
friends as they joined the exodus
toward Louislanz, Some of the
getrlers had left home in such
haste that they had neglected o
bring even food for the journey,
(xhers had tried to haul away
personal belongings oo
precious to leave to the mercy
of the Mexican army.

As the settlers tired fromthe
rough trip in rainy, cold
weather, the possessions they
had saved seemed less

important == escape more vital,

e

e ;ﬁm am

Tie items they had discarded
formed a twall o mark thelr
passame -- extra clothing, Ma's
best china, and furnimre were
tessed aside to lighten theload,

On April 17, Ammon and his
friends arrived at the Trinity
River to find "'large numbers
of people waiting to cross and
before we got ower news ar-
rived at the ferry that the Mex-=
fcan Cavairy had arvived at
Lynch's ferry and was en-
deavouring to cross.”

This meant the enemy vas
enly 25 miles away, and the
terrified settlers were throwm
inte a state of even greater
confusion. Women and children
were hurried across the river
without either baggage or pro-

Ammon, Carsons Jom Feurful Texans In Runquy Scrape

Carson -- later to become his
mother-in-law -- had experi-
ences even more harrowing.
Hearing the news of Santa
Anna's approach, Mrs. Carson
had belted the doors of her
bozrding house, and she and her
daughter Rachel joined the
Damon family at the mound

The two Carson boys were in
the army, but the younger was
with his mother and sister, sick
with measles, .

This “‘childhood disease
swept through the ranks of the
Texian Army, cutiing down the
wolunteers with more speed and
gccuracy than Mexico's crack
troops had yet been sble 1o
muser.

Hor waz itz mild illness, in

vislons,

Aamman and his mmpamms
crogssed that evening, en-
camping some five miles to the
east. They had ridden as far as
Sabine Lake before receiving
“the inteligence of the
splendid victory obtained onthe
Zlst by thg American arms over
santa Anma and his army.'

For Ammen, ‘the rewurn trip: |
was made with as much haste as
his flight. He had “resolved tc
reach”™ Columbiz as soon as
possible **for fear that whatever
gonds or merchandize had been
left by the Mexicans would be

plundered by the Americans.*’

Ammon was the sccond per=
son “belonging®” at Columbia to
return there, arriving on May 2
“in a half starved manner"
after a 150-mile trip through
& depopulated countryside.

Altheugh he found *every-
thing in the mest glerlous con-
fuslen™ he "had got things
prety well clohted™ by MMav 12,
when the steamship Laurs ar-
rived with W. C. White andCol,
Knight aboard.

The preceding day, mmnﬂam
of women and children hadar-
rived on the first boar
the Yellowstone. ddany, in-

cluding Mrs. Catherine Jane

’t hat day of primitve rrear-
iments, Relapse meant pneu-
monla, and that in turn too often
meant death.,

Catherine's concern for her
son's health added 1o the
waorries about all her family's
safery, during thet wild flight
from the advancing MeMean
Army. There was lule she
teould do for him except try to
keep him warm and dry =-- no
easy task in the chill, wet world
through which they traveled.

Telling of their experiences
years later, in a letter to her
granddaughter, Miss Laura
Underwood, Rachel wrote, *'We
went by wagon to Richmond
where there was a company
Statloned at Forr Ben to pro-
tect the families,"

This company did not keep
the Mexicans from crossing
the river, however, so the
family retreated back Into the
country. They had reached the
lower part of Montgomery
County when the battle began,
and bullets began whizzing about
their heads.

Mrs. Carson stood Inthe
Wagon To Stow away what
the others could salvage and
give to her, and later held a
mattress on its side in aneffort
to protect those inside,

They heard sounds of thunder
== and only later discovered

that thee lm::-ms had been cannons,
Hearing the news of vietory

at San Jacinto, the Carson
family hastened back to
Columbla, where peace might
have descended but quiet was
not yex come.
({To Be Contimied)
MEXT WEEK:
Ammen Takes A Wile
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tracted to her.

Ad Splce To Am d’s Days

By Marie Beth Jones

For a young man brought up
in the stern traditdons of New
England in the early 19th cen-
tury, residence in frontier
Texas was a bir like living on
a different planet,

It wasn't that the general pop-
ulation around Columbia was not
law abiding, only that in order
B0 survive in & time and place
where necessities were some-
times impoasible to secure, the
people had to be tough. This
meant mental toughness as well
as the physical kind,

Many of the differences which
e noticed were mentioned b
Ammon Underwood of
Mass., In the journal he kept
of his first four years' resi
dence In Texas.

Homeslck for family and
friends, he found the general
run of Texans In the 1830's 1o
be good people, but without much]
education or interest in *“finer
things."* Their whole lives cen=-

== often of necessity --
about their familles and “*plan-
tations'" they were from
soll which™ had never before
felt the bite of a plow.

The one exception for most
Texans was thelr avid concern|
with polirtics -~ of whichthe area
had plentiful supply in those
days.

In spite of all this, and of
his own prim and proper up-
bringing. Ammon's journal re=-
flects the fascination he some-
times felt for events which he
seemed to think should have
been more than he
actually found them.

On July 2§, 1834, he “‘wit-
nessed . . .the execution of

dermned and executed for the
murder of an old man by the
name of Abner Kuykingdel,

Without even starting a new
paragraph In his hi}:.l.rllll, he
Eoes on to relate meeting
with an cld acquaintance who
bore the unlikely name of
*'Rufus l:ghn" and who had
formerly clerked in his uncle's
store, near where Ammon's
father operated a business.

A week later he wrote of
wimessing **for the first time

passengers barely had time to
get bedding, provisions andbag-
Joseph Clayton, who was con- | gage
was Mooded, Ammon wrote.

he set out 3 week later aboard
another ship, ma
time to reach New Orleans with=-
out fncident. His troubles had
hardly
ner
invested his
dise,
upon his that he had |
been Mdrm':[rrmt of the
investment. :
In a strange elty, “‘without |

in my life the di . dis=
gracefull sight of ayoung
man by the name L. H.

friends, acquaintances or
maney, without in
rather a feeble state of health,”

Peters tared and feathered and| Ammon sold his watch for less

afterwards promernaded about
town upon an old white horse."”
Peters had been accused of

“‘an attack upon the chastiry of
4 married woman,”' Ammon
explained.

In many of the adventures he
related, Ammon was & player,
not merely a spectator. He
wrote in late October of pro=
curing passage on board the

Dart, bound for New
Orleans. Leaving from Bra-
zoria, the ship proceeded down
river te Velaseo, taking on more
pa “on account of the
Empress having been con-
demned &3 unseaworthy."'

They put out from Velasco
early cne morning, almost im=
mediately runngng upon the Bra=
zos River Bar, "'‘whare we re-
mained thumping for about 4
hours when we were so up=
fortunate as rto

Ammon related,

Realizing that they were faced
with the three-pronged problem
of a drunken captain, a badly

leaking boat and an |
storm, the passengers begged to

be returned mthnra. The cap-
tain ignored their pleas and con=
timied to drown his troubles.
By night Itbecame apparent that
the passengers would have to
help man the pumps, as the
waler rose from the
open seams In the hull,
despite full-time pump

operation by the crew.
Finally succeeding in their
to put to shore, the

get over,”

on deck before the cabln

Undaunted by this

this
. Forming a part-

th a [rlend, Ammon

in merchan=-
ot sick, and discovered

than half its value to get funds
for passage back t Texas.

His return was equally ill
starred, incl a shipwreck
near the mouth of the San Ber-

nard River, Ammon's 20-mile

walk to the home of Leander
MecNeel, and his eventual re=
turn home, on the back of a
borrowed mule.

Ancther of his adventures,
which is rold in the calmest
style imaginable, considering
the circumstances Involved,
was Ammon's tangle with an
armed thief.

Lea that '“a man by the
name of Bradley” had swolen
a pair of cart wheels belonging
to the firm for which he was
working at that time, Ammon
demanded the return of the
wheels, but got no satisfacton,
He persuaded a man
named Howell te accompany
him, and set out to recover the
wheels by force, if necessary.

The wheels had been left on
the riverbank in plain view,
23 was customary In that day.
% "t chailned down or
L lnlfmum-prnm

a booby trap, or
inside ar night Thl.g'r protec=
tion -- and it had been ade-
quate up to that time -- was the
general honesty of the citizens,

MNow someone had stolen the
cart wheels -- an action which
just might ruin the whole
system.

Ammon was unarmed. He was
more at home 1 through
B T .o £

tory in fisti-
:f'l. bur his ir:!hld been

roughly aroused. He was
ing to ger those ecart H-f'l;

As he and his companion
approached the man's house,
Bradley came to meet them.

Aﬂ:nrnn “repremanded him
ra roughly*" and Bra

eps behind, Turn=-

ing unarmed, bookish

CATHERINE JANE CARSON

Jump behind a cart just as
Bradley fired *'at the distance
of ten paces, his musket loaded
with three balls which passed
on both sides of me but none
of them touched me."'

There were two or three

nd‘urnmhﬂmhut..mdnmw

knowing whethef he mightagain
be atacked, Ammon ‘‘sprang
forward to secure’ four more
guns which were lylng at
Bradley's feet.

This sort of behavior by an

man was too much for Bradley,
who '‘droped his musket and
m.I'l

Just In case of further
trouble, Ammon discharged all
the guns except one musket,
which refused to fire, break-
ing that one ""across a tree,"

l-haﬂq sound of shots,
which he theught were almed at
him, Bradley *“tock down the
lm bank f(nto the river,"
re that his day had come.
"Fh swum down stream about

one hundred yards, and then
came out on the same side and
mnlthmumhuh,"ﬁmnm

wrote.
all this mnumum,

news somehow reached Co-
lumbia that Ammon had been
shot in the head '“and either
killed or dangercusly wound- |
ed'" == 3 fair assumption unde;
the circumstances. A
Four friends, W.C.
White, John Dinsmore, Gen.
Brown and Stephen M. Hale

‘rode into the area post haste,

“to ascertain the truth and
secure the villian. They apear-

ed quite supprised at finding
me in health, and attend=

to business as usual,”” Am=
mon wrote with just a touch
of pride.
Ammon and *‘a man
the name of White, who had

been decieved by Bradley™
finally managed to relieve
Bradley of the wheels. Ammon
personally removed them from
the cart behind which he had
darted to dodge the hail of
muskes fire. Ferrylng them

Young| seross the river, he laid the

wheels back in the precise spot
from which they had been stolen,
well sarisfled with his day's
WOrkK,

In between these adventures,

AmMmon was == 85 Young

are prone to do == mdn,gmtq
the

of the female con of
colony. He mentioned a ball
which he atended "at .the
Tavern of ]

Adams, given In -'—h!' P

reels,

Ammon never ‘mentions the
*name of Rmhbl Carson in his
Journal, so p:uurmbl]r it was
not until sometime after his
last journal entry in February,
1833, that he began to be at-

-

Certainly there were ample
opportunities for Rachel to
come to his attention. Ammon
had built a large, two-storfed
house on the west bank of the
Brazos =-- a place considered
quite grand in that day, In=
to this house Mrs. Catherine
Jane Carson moved her family
-= including Rachel-- and her
boarders -=- inel Ammaon,

Undisputed gueen of that
household, Mrs. Carson pro=
vided for the needs of her
paying guests, saw to it that
the negro *'help" kept the house
in the state of perfect clean=
liness' which she demanded, and
that the meals included a variety
of meats and vegetables, hot
breads and desserts, as well
as the assortment of preserves,
pickles and condiments which
was considered necessary to
completion of any repast in
that era,

Her bearing was erect, the
white cap she woreunblemished
by smudge or wrinkle. Cather=-
ine Carson was 2 successful
business woman who had pro=-

vided not only the necessities,

but many of the luxuries for
her cnildren since her
husband’'s death; but she was
first of all a lady, and no one
who knew her ever doubted

that fact.

Catherine watched her daugh-
ter Rachel bloom into
womanhood, and IMHHﬂLH?-
actlon of Ammon. a bit
te hersell as shc.?ﬂ“nguﬂmd how
much more frequently Ammon
had begun tofind reasons
for conversation with Rachel,
Catherine could hardly have
been more pleased at the turn
events were taking.

Moted equally for high
character andbusiness acumen,
Ammon was the sort of young
man to bring joy to any girl's
mother. His mercantile
establishment was one of the
most prosperous in the area,
and he also owned a fine plan=-
tation and many slaves.

Catherine's bless
cured, plans were made for the

marriage. Rachel was radiant
in a white satin gown fashioned
with deep, wide decolletage, ex-
posing her white shoulders, The
Fl-ttrt Was ﬂ. r:::c material,
ehlur rate quil on
ﬂu:l-:llEE o
Ammon stood In the parlor
of the blg white house he had
built on the river bank, his
hand holding Rachel's as they
recited the vows which were
to bind them together through=
cut the remainder of their lives.,

Just as surely, they and their
descendants were bound to the
house, which was to shelter the
family for more than a century
I COMe.,

(To Be Continued)
MEXT WEEK;
Politics And Pastimes
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By Marie Beth Jones

(Fifth In A Series)

Although his attitude towarl
politics and politicians ma
have been a bit cynical, Ammon
Underwood was as interested
in the affairs of Texas in those
hectlc days following San Jac-
into as was any other citizen,

Certainly the climate around
Columbla was stormy with im=
portant happenings. At nearby
Velasco, officlals had as-
sembled to make plans for the
future, but there were no ade-
quate accomodations there. It
was decided to move the seat
of rnment to Columbia,
which offered a hotel, as well
as a large building which might
be used for governmental of-
fices,

Ammon wrote of the elections

ol

(Cont. from Page 4)

.l.I.l
w

president, s enators and repre=-
sentatives, adding in his dry
manner, ‘‘Much n‘:lnneﬂ.ringial
taking place. Electioneering is
carried to a great Length, Our
wngress met the first Monday
i1 October at Columbia,'*

The entry was one of many
in the old account book which
servd as his journal in the
years between 1834 and 1839,

Somn time later he added ==
his Nww England upbringing
evident = **The election takes
place on Monday, Scenes of
drunkennes: dissipation gambl=-
ing &c &c nay be expected to
their full exteit and granduer,*”
Another eveniof note dur
that period was the Imprison-
ment == or perhps entertain=
ment might have heen a better

_ word, since he wa apparently

This Qld House

prisoner -- of Mexican dicta-

with dirt carried in dishpans
atop the slaves’ heads. Their
progress could be marked by the
sound of the spirituals they sang
to accompany their efforts,
When the first train whistle
echoed thm the bottom

B2o3
L9
H

joined by
the

completion
which at tmes had

ted, Life

to be held for president, vice] treated more as guest than as

In Better Days

Te Underwood house ar East Columbia
lodted like this in better days, while mem-
ber: of the family were still making it their
home Last to occupy the house was Miss
Lauma Underwood, who proudly showed
visitor: through the house built by Ammon

the plannton home of Dr.

ing can be

Underwood was

prize=winning red hogs, ref
to allow permanent location

cusslons of apermanent capital,| docks at Columbia in a single
One historian explains thatl $eason. Ammon owned a large
tor Santa Anna at Orizimbo,|Bell, who engaged in raising; Plantation in addition to his

Underwood more than a century earlier,
Restoration work which the West Columbia
Garden Club and other

house back to this

business holdings in the town.

{zations are
done, s bring the old
general appearance, Rachel
its first chatelaine.

After his marriage to Rachel

James A, E,Phelps, near Co~
lumbia.

Once the lawmakers had
moved to Colunbla for their

- official duties, nere was some

discussion of maiing the litle
town the permaent capitol.
Perhaps there wereother local
citizens whose genel opinlon
of politiclans was o higher

than Ammen's, or pehaps it
was because of Josiah F. Eell,
b donated the ste for

the in his ,fear-| Carson in 1839, Ammon settled
Ingmgrou:m would down to the role of head of
household, his **rambling about

accompany permanent locati

of the gover at Columbial the country*’ behind him.
would encroach dn hishograis-| Into thebighome on the river-
ing operations. bank were born the Underwood

In noting the results of the children, Laura, Joseph and

election, Ammon wrote that W, | John.

C. White, his close friend and| Sunday was the week's social
business assoclate, had lost his| high point, despite its strict ob=
race, and that William H, Whar-| Servance as the Sabbath.

ton had been elected senator| The Underwoods attended Be-

representing the Brazorlaarea,| thel Presbyterian Church,
As they studled the myriad| Which was bullt on land donat-

problems facing their new re=-
<! public, the lawmakers' voices
== heated In r or soothed
by syrup of oratory == floated|
from the windows of the un=
lmated, clapboard-covered lngl|
ulding which served as their
haliof congress.

If t was an unprepossessing
place, It was In keeping withy
the gvernment represented,

Not unil the victory at San| adding their volces tothe hymns

Jacinto ad been won did the
world tale seriously the Tex-
| lans' bid ‘or independence ==
and there semed to be some|
disbelief, eva then,

The sto'e which Ammen
operated hd been founded in
1835, and was one of the gath-
ering plces of the community,
where opinions were freely
given n every question fro
annexition to abolition, wh
was already
dismussed in the north,

One of his long=-time friends
vas Dr. Anson Jones, who was
destined to be elected as
last president of the Republic
of Texas. Dr. Jones was one of,
the famous who put his feet!
under the table of Mrs. Cath-
erine Jane Carson in the
rooming and boarding house
which Ammon had bullt for
her to operate at Columbia.;

Among the records of Am-
mon's business remains
an entry showing a $10 unpaid
debt which Dr, Jones had in-
curred with Underwood's store.
Nor was Jones the only man
of Ammon's scquaintance who
was later to receive recognitien
for %i.i part in the events of that
day. A walk from the Under=
wood home to the store might
reveal the thin, slightly stooped
figure of Stephen F. Austin,
whose health was becoming in=
creasingly frail from overwork
as Texas Secretary of State,
combined with the results of
'mmths-l«'? imprisonment In
Mexico, and hardships suffered
both while leading the Texian
army and while serving as
special minister th the United
States. !
There were bluff'Sam Hous-
ton and his vice president,
Mirabeau B. Lamgr: the con-
troversial Robert) Potter, and

many others.
Desplite the move of the
government to Houston, Co=

lumbla continued to prosper,
and Ammon and his family with
it.

The firm he operated oc-
cupied a large, two-story brick
building withits own wharves on
the banks of the Brazos, and
Columbia served as the center
of trade for much of the wealthy
plantation area. There were two
steamers per week from Gal-
veston, and up to 17,000 bales
of cotton were shipped fromthe

ed to the Presbytery of the
Brazos by Mrs. Josiah Bell,

preceding days, and made

plans for the week to come.

backed benches, the church had]

to be ed, and a few of the less rev-
erent worshippers were even

latestcut In side whiskers above

designed partially to provide

As the f:%;m down|
the river r d;ph.
they talked over the

A roomy bu with high-

a speclal gallery bullt for the
slaves who gathered to worship,

with such fervor that some of
the more stralt-laced members
wondered If the beauty of this
melody might not be ungodly.

The communion table was
placed in the center of the|
room, and was covered with a
specially made cloth of white|
linen, measuring 12 yards in

length.
The services apt to be
both 1 and s 1v word=

heard to whisper privately tha
the Sunday messages were
punctuated by the oder of brim=-
stone.

Weather permitting, the con=
gregation gathered outside
under the liveoaks after the
service was completed, visit-
ing with friends, and hearing
the latest news.

The women clustered
together to discuss patterns and|
the problems posed by their
children; the men gathered in|
another spot to talk over the
prices of cotton and sugar, and)
the lates political occurrences.

Smiling shyly from beneathy
poke bonnets, young ladies flut=
tered their eyelashes toward)|
unattached blades sporting the

choker collars,

The drive back to the big
white house was a lelsurely
one, part and pattern of the
day's activitles, On their re-
wrn, the Underwoods gathered
in the dining room for a cold
meal which had been prepared
on Saturday == for only emer=-
gency work could be done on
Sunday, +

High points and depressions
punctuated the usual routine of
the days. The announcement of
plans to bulld a rallroad
brought a great deal of excite-
ment late In the 1850°s. Am-
mon was one of the Columbia
area citizens mostactively pro=
moting the project, which was

better transportation for the
pecple, but primarily to give
faster, more dependable facili-
ties for shipping crops grown in
the rich bottom lands surround=
ing the little town.

The planters furnished their
slaves and teams in an effortto
cut expenses of building the
railroad. The dump was bullt

(Cont. on Page 8) 1
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Sixth In A Series’
By Marie Beth Jones

The change from frontier” t©
ante=bellum soclery came iin
Brazoria County sometime dur-
ing the latter part of the 1840"s
and was mainly the resultof the
economic success which
local planters were enjoying.

It was a soclety based upon
the plantations, with more land
in cultivation in this county
than in all the rest of Texas.

Although Ammon Underwood
had come to Columbia as a
merchant, he also owned a rich
plantarion near the lirmle rown,
so his dependence upon the
land was both direct and in-
direct.

JOSEPH P. UNDERWOOD

Becoming known as '‘Sugar
Bowl of Texas,” Brazoria
County was also noted for the
cotton which thrived in the rich
black bottom lands.

**Richer than the valley of
the River Nile,”* the planters
would say as they told of their
ylelds. In spite of some pride
of accomplishment, the words
held a touch of awe, for no one
knew better than the planter
himself that his own manage-
ment of slaves, seed, land and
time would all go for
without God-given fertility and
¢limate which allowed such

| fabulous growth.

Few of Brazoria County's

| planters were of the *‘absentee

landlord™” type, idling away
on the gallery with a

lep while an overseer
dur‘edﬂulrlmﬂs Sdll,
it was a time of more leisure

than had been possible during

those first rugged years of
American settlement in Texas,
when raising a corn crop meant
the difference in plenty and

Both the planters and the
well=to=do townspeople == and
most of the townspeople
endowed with this world's goods
were also planters -- had be-
gun to live the good life which
included many of that day's
luxuries.,

Clothing wasorderedfrom
couturiers in New Orleans, New
York and Philadelphia, and de-
livered by steamboat, along with
new furniture, silver, books and
newspapers.

Each plantation had its prized
horses, and there was heated
competition among the planters
in the regularly scheduled races
held at Columbia and Velasco.

The races were highlights of
the social season, with the whole

| family driving into town to en-

Joy not only that entertainment,
- s and parties which

-.|I ntegral part of racing

oty the favored enter=
ong the men was

mdm

ing dogs
the sleek

planters nfm
deer, their wildly
close on the
animals, with the hunters giving
chase behind them. The blood-
lines and competence of a man’s

favorite hunting dog were - sub=

| danger. Added to this were.

| all his teams at Southerlands

jects of as much gtn:ul in-
terest among the planters as
ancestry of his best race horse.
Located in such a convenient
spot beside the river, the Un-
derwood house was site of

constant coming and
friends. A party or dmﬂﬁnllge;l{

'not only entertaining guests for
2 few hours in the . but
usually included prnvldlng
places for all of them to stay
overnight, since transportation
and roads had not r:ldndﬂml
same stage of advancement as

society.
Although rumor and rum-
blings for years be-

forehand, the war which finally
erupted seemed to put a sudden
stop to life as it had been.

‘Columbia’s men went to war
in a company called The Co=
lumbia Blues, made up entirely
of residents of thatarea. Others|
from the town and the nearby
plantations enlisted in
Archer Grays, made up ha
of Gibson's Battery, and part
of Mosley's Guards.

There was even an amateur

company of boys, which was
known as The Alamo Guards,
This group served as a school
of patriotism for youths oo
young for enlistment.

Among those who left Co-
lumbla to serve thelr new
country--the Cnnfcdantﬁ
States of America--was 17-
year old Joseph P. Underwood,
son of Ammon and Rachel Car=
son Underwood.

The war was almost over be-
fore Joseph got into it, and he
never saw any fighting, though

his own struggles tbore-
dom and homes were
painful enough wounds. i

Ammon wrote his son *‘by
e person going o your
h:?mnr:ers and rr.gularﬂ]r
every Sunday*® but it soon be-
came apparent that Joe received
few of the letters.

Although there were no real
battles at Columbla, cannon
boomed along the coast, with
Federal ships blockading the
area to keep the South from
shipping out the cotton which
was :::1 only source ﬂ:

Imﬂﬂﬂg

desperately needed hgrg:nu?r
which had no factories of |

oWl
ing those waning days of

Dur
the war, the Underwoods f.
ﬂmﬂﬂhﬂ'h a4 500 awa
in the army, and of not
when or if he might be

privations caused by the block-
ade and the constant threag
posed by the blockaders, who
might at any moment muster|
enough force to push past dwi
defenders at Velasco and Quin-
tana, to steam up the river into
Columbia ltself,

On July 3, 1834, Ammon wrnae[
of *""an excellent corn crop and
the lrtle cotton I have in, about
T0 acres, Is, most of ir, as
fine as I ever saw.” He told
Joseph that there were *bu
few goods on hand and unles
we get them by Borden's train
from the Rio Grande, shall p
bably soon close out whar
have and discontinue busines
until after the war."

This, was, reference to, the,
oxen-pulled wagons which mé
taking cotton from Columbia 1o

Mexico In exchange for goods.
The train was "'waterbound with

on the Navidad'' on June 13 of|
that year, and Ammon hadn't
heard from them since, when
he wrote the letter.

**All blockade running cutand
into this river seems to be
effectively ended. A steam
blockader lies close into our
bar which renders ingress and|
egress successfully almost an
impossibility. There are now

seven schooners laying up here1

&
nurl:l-ar of thtm having taken
thelr cargoes of cotton out of
them,"” Ammon wrote.

Ammon had loaned his **little
no-top buggy’ ' toRanden Borden
for the trip to Mexico, and
feared it would be *‘all used
up"* on the long journey, though
he was cbviously more concern=|
ed about the train than his buggy.

He wrote of the everyday hap=-
penings which his homesick son
so longed to hear, news of a
return from the plantation with
a sudden shower d the
entire family except for the
baby, John, *‘whom your mother
managed to keep dry.”" He even
commented that much of the
corn was “‘now too hard for
roasting ears."

When the Union troops cap-
tured Galveston, they took over
the cotton in warehouses there,
including that belonging to Am-
mon. One source estimates the
total amount he lost at $1
million cotton for which
ownership papers conveniently
disappeared, so that no claim
could ever be made.

He mentions in a letter to
his son that he had *'paid the
government all the confiscated
debt they would take of me
amounting to $30,000."

Despite the blockade, there
seemed to be no dearth of
news In Columbla during that
time. On July 7, 1834, Am-
mon wrote of “‘the only mat=-

s of excitement In the past

“ithe of a
Capt. Paine of the
In a drunken fit

EF

Brazoria. . ."" and a barbecue
lrm m‘ wE

The was of the un-
orthodox variety, rather than
| executon. Ammon re-
that a squad from the com=

la

pany of Capt. Bennett, *'to
which the soldier alluded tobe-
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Seventh In A Series
By Marie Beth Jones

“There is a most fearful
weight of responsibiliry some-
where for all this slaughter,"’
Ammon Underwood wrote to
his son Joe, a Confederate
soldier during the War Between
the States,

Ammon felt that a recent act
of the Confederate Congress --
passage of resolutions ‘‘that
the Confederate States most
ardently desire peace and ask
in behalf of suffering humaniry
that the North cease her hope-
less efforts to conguer the
South'" seemed to place the
responsibility for the war
“*where it belongs before the
world,"’

In his letters to Joseph, Am-
mon wrote of the comings and
goings of family and friends,
indicating that the custom of
long and leisurely visits was
still much in favor around Co=
lumbia, with **Uncle Tom and
Aunt Louisa’ at the Underwood
house and scheduled to *‘start
home on Tuesday next'’ and
other friends, especially the
women and young ladies, spend=
ing time ranging from a week
or two up to the entire sum-
mer in Galveston or at Velasco
or Quintana,

Joe had entered the army in
1834, at the age of 17, and found
homesickness his closest
enemy, with no chance to help
fight the Yankees before the
war ended.

Though he was a private,
Joe was accompanied by his
body servant Bill, as befirted
( the son of a wealthy southern
merchant and planter of that
| day. In one of Rachel Carson
| Underwood's letters to her son,
she wrote that he and two
friends *‘will get to be so lazy
| You cannot eat’” if they continued
! to keep Bill and Polk, the ser-

vant of one of the other boys,

the Confederate troops sta.tl:m-
ed at Velasco where there were
1500 men and they had plenty
of things to eat. When theladies
all got down there, the yankees
waved a white flag at them to
show themn that they would not
hurt themn, "’

whether Joe had =- in the
manner of all youths away from
home -- complained of lack of
ready cash, or whether Ammon
merely anticipated that his son
might need extra money ‘‘for
some little comforts that you
could not procure without
money'* is not clear, but at
any rate, Ammon wrote of send=
ing $300 to be delivered by a
friend who was traveling in
Joe's direction.

Kinship was still a mighry
bond for the Underwoods and
others like them. *'I under=
stand that Trinity where you
are encamped is but 15 miles
from Harrisburg where your
great aunt, Mrs. M lives. Can
%'cru not get time and a
urlough to go and see her?
We wish you may, Should you
do so, find out all about your
relations at Bayou Sara == Mrs.
McDaniel, Mrs. Brewer and
families,” Ammon instructed
in a letter to his son.

Wagon Train

By July 24, Ammon was be-
coming concerned about the
wagon train of cotton sent to
Mexico. Supplies were be-
coming desperately short in the
area, and there seemed no way
of successfully running the
blockade which had been set
up by Federal gunboats near
the Brazos River bar.

Corn was so short during
this time that Ammon was
forced to watch sadly as his
horses -- even his favorite,
Dixie =- became thinner and
thinner, until the new crop could
be harvested for use. It had
been so bad that he was clearly
elated to report that the horses
**did not get so thin as to lose
| their life."

Both Rachel and Ammon were

his wcrldl:.r experience,

*You don't say whether you
have any preaching or not,”
Rachel wrote. "I am afraié
you will forget how to go te
church and how preaching
sounds. Mr. Somerville leaves
us without preaching during the
warmest part of the weather.
I don’t like it ar all.’* She men-
tioned the preacher of another
denomination, saying he is s
poor excuse indeed. It almos!
amounts to having no preaching
at all.*

Ammon hinted, and then agais
came right out with his advice
to his son.

In an early letter he wrote
of one of Joe's friends, report-
ing that the youth had ‘“‘rather
disgraced himself" in an in-
cident with **an Irish omnibus

the boy
him a number of times and then
ran. The worst of it all is they
say he was not at all justified."’

Ammon felt the youth had
‘“lost caste very

badly but disgracefully, there-
fore 1 hope you will not keep
up a correspondence with him. "'

In a later letter, Ammon
wrote, '"God grant that you con-
tinue in a healthy physical and
moral condition and avold all the
evil influences attending a camp
life, You know, my dear son,
in what detestation I hold dis-
sipation and gambling and I have

neither the least confidence or
respect for those addicted to

llack of use, and thf. bony finger
of want pointing toward many of
those who had never before seen
its shadow.

Business was almostentirely
on credit. There could be no
ithought of payment with times
as they were, The railroad
Fmgim'. of which the Brazoria
County planters had been so

oud rusted down, and since
they :ad no money with which
to replace it, they used oxen in
its place.

Many families became dis-
couraged, selling their land for
irhamrer they could get, having
lit sold for taxes they could no
lenger afford to pay, or suffer-
ing the embarrassment of fore=-
closure by the big firms from
whom they had borrowed more
and more money in an effort to
salvage what was left,

The Underwoods were affect=

ed by the changes all about them,
No one could have failed tonote
the differences, both economic
and social. But the big white
house by the river continued to
shelter them, and the store con-
tinued to struggle under the
growing mountain of debts which
friends and customers were un-
able to pay.
Their house had been built
facing the river, inan ideal spot
to allow the family to watch the
steamboats as they passes with
Hpaddlawhee ls splashing and
passengers waving. The
rounds extended from the long
ront gallery to the river, with
|a second level of bank, like a
terrace, covered with lawn and
flowers.

Floods Came

The river rose often
to be an accepted part of |
nual events, so it was with
great surprise that the family
noted the swirling red waters
covering the lower bank as they
arcse one morning soon after
the end of the war.

They started breakfast, but
had hardly finished passing the
fried mush and milk toast when
wails and a platter of bare feet
heralded the approach f a
small niece of Mrs.

Rubbing at her
explained that she had
corzing seross the bagkyard on.
an errand, and had stuck her
bare toes in a crack in the

ground falling hea
There wEIégnn dmhtdlmgas to the

import of her words. Thefamily

deep fissure which ranfrom the
river, across the yard, and be-
neath the house,

Ammon knew that if he was
to save the house, he must work
quickly. Thec ontractors he
consulted met his explanation
with looks of astonishment and
negative answers. It could not
be done, they told him. The
building was too big,

At that peint, Ammon's de-
termination took over. Not only
could it be done, he was going
to do it. He called in the negroes
who worked on his plantations,
and they set to work.

In the moving, the house was
altered so that what had once
been its back was now facing the
river. With some satisfaction,
Ammon watched the operation.
To make sure that such a change
would never again be needed, he
had the house moved back more
than the width of the river.

He was not to know that the
house would twice more be
moved back -~ being cut in half
in one of those moves, with the
remaining structure all that re-
mains of the original.

After the deaths of Ammon

and Rachel, the house was oc-
cupied by Joe and his family,
and remained, as it had always
been, "home" for the entire
clan. Its lastoccupant was Joe's
daughter, Miss Laura Under-
wood, who lived there until her
death several years ago.
Showing visitors through the
house, Miss Laura would point|

out the mark of the axe s

to be seen on liveoak timb

rushed to thE yard 1o find a

or ambulance driver'' in which|
“fired his revolver at

much, [ am|
sorry to say, and from all re-,
ports has behaved not only/

those reprehensible and
criminal practices; and though
1 have all confidence not to
believe for a moment that you
will be led into either of those
criminal practices I will again
charge you by all you hold dear
and sacred not to indulge in the
slightest degree in either of
these evil habits and ever de=-
termine to keep yourself
morally pure and upright,
adopting always as your rule of
life a high, gentlemanly, con-
sclentious, and upright line of
conduct, never doing an act thar
you would be unwilling should
be fully known to your parents
and all your true friends."

Reconstruction

the war, the family settled down
to what was left of life for &

tion. The blight which had be-
gun with war had spread dur-

with the machinery rusting from

—x

After Joe's safe return from|
Southerner during Reconstruc-|

ing those years. Once pro-|
ductive fields grew up.jnweeds, |
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She chuckled in memory of
the guest whoasked == obviously
a bit overawed by what she had
heard -- whether the wallpaper
was that which was put there
when Ammon built the house in
1839,
It stands unoccupied now,
iwoking a bit forlorn anduncer-

about the future. Its only
1ope for survival is success of
the efforts by the West Columbia

Gudm Club and several his-

torical organizations which
have begun raising funds in
hopes of restoring the house,
refurnishing it, and opening it
to the public.

It would be afitting memorial
to those who settled the area
and fought for its independence
== and to the wives who faced
the even deadlier enemies of
privation and loneliness in the
little cabins along the Brazos.

(End Of Series)



